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NEW ESSAY 


ON 


Ss Divins PROVIDENCE: 


” -— 


WurnrzN 


The Providence of Gop is not only aſſerted, and 
* evidently proved both by Scripture and Argument, but 
that the World's being governed by, or left to Chance, 
is quite abſurd, and inconſiſtent to the very Order of 
Creation itſelf, and repugnant to right Reaſon. 


BEING 


A very proper Supplement to the late Dr, Sher + 
licks Treatiſe on the ſame Subject; 


And well worthy the Peruſal of all ſober and well-diſ- 
poſed Perſons; eſpecially ſuch who have been led aſide by 
bad Examples, and the Publication of feveral notorious 
and irreligious Pamphlets, particularly, one lateiy pub- 
liſhed, entitled The Grand Queſlion Debated, attempt- 
ang (tho? in vain) to prove that the Soul is not, nor 
cannot be immortal. | | 


+. 


In a Letter from * to his Friend in London. 


— — — — — 


I know that whatſoever Gon doth, it ſhall be for ever : No- 
thing can be put to it, nor any Thing taken from it; and 
God goth it that Aden ſhould fear before him. 

Eceleſ. Chap. iii. Ver, 14. 
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THOMAS L-G-D=N, 


of W-ſ-7-r, Eſq; 


STR, : . 

S you were an Ear-Witneſs to the main 
Part of the following Letter (which 

you were pleaſed to ſay gave you great Satis- 
faction) permit me to ſend it into the World 

under your Patronage. 

It certainly is becoming every Chriſtian to 
encourage Things of this Sort, in an Age when 
Gov and Religion (may I be indulged in the 
Expreſſion) lie at Stake : When the Enemy 
brings into the Field an Hundred to one, No- 
thing but true Valour and good Conduct can 
defeat him. Theſe two, Sir, you are known 
to be eminent for, and exemplary in, for the 
Cauſe of your Maſter. May you continue ſo, 
and be protected by his Divine Providence, is 
the hearty With of 


SIR. 


Your Humble Servant, 


A. Z. 
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To my much honoured Friend 
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s P-w—rT, of S. F. London: 
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Mr. C 
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Y O U no Doubt remember, that not long ſince, you 

and I were in publick Company together, and that 
in Converſation, a certain Acquaintance was telting us a 
Frovy.of a. Neighbour who had juſt then fallen from the 
Roof of a Houſe, and received little or no Dauage; 


and you, as well as the reſt, wondered that he wits not 


killed upon the Spot; and after this you proceeded to 
tell a more remarkable Tale, upon Fact, of a more ſur- 


Priſing Delivęrante ; to which I made; Anſwer very in- 
nocently (without the leaſt Notion of raiſing a Diſpute, 


or giving the leaſt Offence) M n ſee (ſaid I) whit 
the gand Providence of GOD over-us 25, in preſerving us 


"From Danvers we have no” Notion "of, nor can in the le 4 
Joveſee ; u und. the Company in general faid it was ve. y 


true: but you, (to the great Surprize of all) very ab- 


ruptly tbok me up, and ſaid; you! thought I had known 


better than. to ſuppoſe Gop concerned bimſelf with 


Things that happen by mere Chance. 8 „ 


As you are a Perſon I did not expect ſuch an odd 
Expreſſion from, it a little confounded me; however, 
IT made very ' little Anſwer to it, becauſe it was in Com- 


pany and might, (I thought). not be ſo agreeable ; but 


'you carried Things yet higher, and not only laugh'd, 
but hiſs'd at me. 14 8 F 3 
_  Aﬀter this, I own indeed, that J ſaid, there was no 
ſach a Thing as Chance, though we uſe the Word; for 
as I believe Gop created all Things, fol verily believe 
that' he governs and directs all, and all manner of Events, 
But here again I drop'd the Diſcourſe ; and then you 
very ungenteelly ſaid, you were ſorry for my Ignorance 
and Stupidity. * | 
When I found you were thus bent for a Diſpute, - 
I thought it was not reaſonable in me to be quite 
Glejit; dut to talk to you, as I knew myſelf capable in 
a few Words to convince you of your Error, 
then beg'd Leave of the Company, if it was not 
giſ:g:ceable, that I might aſk you a Queſtion, which 
Was, 


A Letter to à Friend. v 
was, Whether you believed God Almighty knew all 'his 
Works from Eternity? You ſaid, yes, you believed Goo 
knew what was done by every Body in the World, and 

every Deſign, I told you I was exceeding glad to hear 
you honoured Gon in one Thing, after you had leflen'd 
im in another of the ſame Kind; for, as I then ob- 
ſerved, if it be granted, that Gop is the Creator of all 
Things, he muſt of Courſe be the Preſerver of all; and 
if he knows all Things, he muſt know the End as well 
as the Beginning of his Creatures, and conſequently, 
what and what Manner of End every Creature will 
come to; and he could not know this, except he alſo 
knew the Means tending to bring ſuch End to paſs; nor 
can the Means be otherwiſe than what Gop foreſees 
them to be, becanſe his Knowledge is unerring. More- 
over, I told yon, that, as we are — 2 we 
are incapable of Self- Preſervation; for there is no more 
required to preſerve ourſelves for Ages than for one Mo- 
ment; therefore as we cannot always preſerve ourſelves, 
ſo neither are we capable at any Time to preſerve our- 
felves; ſor if we ate independent one Moment we are 
for ever ſo; but we are not always independent, there- 
28 we are never ſo. This you were not able to contra» 
I then deſired you to look into the Word of Gop, 
but particularly, to read the Narration of Foſeph, and 
alſo to conſider of theſe Words of our Saviour, Are not 
two Sparrows. ſold for a Farthing, and one of them ſhall 
not fall to the Ground without your Father, but the very 
Hairs of your Head are all numbered. | brought this 
Paſſage to ſhew you, that no Part of the Creation is fo 
"ſmall, but is under the Notice of Gop, and depends 
upon his Providence; thinking by this you might be ſa- 
tisfied; but inſtead of this you laugh'd at me, and very 
unadviſedly aſked me, J/hether 1 ſuppoſed Gov kept a 
Book of Accompts to ſet down the Number of our Hairs ? 
I then told you, theſe were Queſtions too raſh and giddy, 
when we are talking of Go; and that if you had fo 
2 a Knowledge of the Divine Being, and ſo great a 
egard for Religion as you ought to have, you would 
not talk in ſuch a ſupine Manner when you mention his 
holy Name, nor yet affront him by denying your De. 
pendence upon his Providence, | 
\T aſked you alſo (though with ReluCtance) whether 
you never heard Mr, S, or Mr, 7 preach 


upon 
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upon Providence; you ſaid, never, as you knew of; but 
if you did, you ſaid, you were ſure you have heard your 
M—n—\—r often ſay in Converſation, that it is only a 


Parcel of. ignorant People that ſay, God appointed any 


Thing to come to paſs, for that it was only as it hap- 
pened, that is, by mere Accident or Chance; I then told 
yous J had a more favourable Opinion of him, and that 
I believed there was ſcarce a Cl—g—n in England that 
would pretend to look Religion in the Face, and yet den 

the Providence of Gop. But, as I ſaid before, 3 
vour Mir ſhould deny it, which I am poſitive he does 


not (as he is a Gentleman of a very ſober Life and Con- 


verſation) that is no Rule that you, or any other Perſon 
ſhould; and for this Reaſon, becauſe we are bound to fol- 
low no Man, neither in Principle nor Example, any fur- 
ther than is agreeable to, and conſiſtent with the Holy 
Seriptures. But what was worſt of all, you told me, 
that though I was brought up to believe ſuch Nonſenſe, 
you were not; and, in a Sort of a Pet, ſaid, you would 
not believe it though all the World did. I told you, 
rhat then it was in vain for me to talk to you, and I only 
deſired you to look into Acts, Chap. iv. Ver. 29, 30. 
and fo I ended the Diſcourſe, leſt we might both be tedious 
to the Company. 

The Providence of God, it is true, is a Principle I 
always was fond of; (but more particularly, as I have 
within theſe few Years more manifeſtly ſeen and ex- 
perienced ſome particular Inſtances of it, in my being 
preſerved ſrom ſeveral apparent Dangers) and therefore 
1 cannot, without going wittingly aſide from the Dictates 
of my own Reaſon, be perſuaded to think the contrary 
and I hope, my Friend, this will not be taken for any 
Prejudice of Education, as you ſaid above; for had I 
not a greater Reaſon, and better Foundation to build my 
Faith upon, than to beheve a Thing only becauſe my 
Parents or my Tutors believe it; I ſay, had I no 
other Reaſon, I ſhould ſcarce let the World have heard 
that I believed ſuch a Thing verbally, much leſs have 
publiſhed my Belief of it in the following Sheets; and 
if you will but remove that Prejudice from yourſelf, I 
am not without Hopes but that you will fee your Er- 
ror, and believe the ſame alſo. 

After we had done talking, I call'd you out from the 
reſt of the Company, when I found your Paſſion alittle 
abated ; and when We were by ourſelves, I aſked vou 

whether 
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whether you had never read any Piece upon Providence; 
you ſaid, not that you remembered ; I aſked you whe- 
ther you would accept ef a Piece on that Subject; you 
faid, yes; and I promiſed not only to lend you, but to 


preſent you with a Piece, and accordingly I have done 


it; and that Nothing may be wanting to convince you 


of your pre-conceived Errors, and to do you Service, I 
5 have in SECT. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, made it very evi- 
6s dently appear from ſeveral remarkable Paſſages of Holy 
1 + Writ, and by divers reaſonable Arguments, that there is 
no ſuch Thing as Chance, but that all Things are go- 
vern'd by the over-ruling Providence of Gop, and each 
has its peculiar End and Deſign; and in Scr. 6. I have 
anſwered greater Objections which may be brought 
againſt the Doctrine, than you were capable of bringing; 
and that you may not think it is my Opinion only, or 
the Opinion of any particular Sect, I have in the next 
Section ſhewn you the Opinion of ſome of the ancient 
and orthodox Fathers of the Church of England (of which 
we both profeſs ourſelves to be Members) and this I have 
done purely out of Regard to you, that you may ſee it is 


not my fooliſh Opinion only. And, ulli, [ have ſhewn 


you, that it is a fundamental Principle to believe and truſt 
in Gop's Divine Providence, and that ſuch a Belief is 
the moſt ready Way to carry us through the World with 
Peace of Mind, and is a ſure Tower of Defence in all 
i 5 Afflictions and Misfortunes, as it teaches us to be eon- 
* Y tent in all the Diſpenſations of the Divine Will. 

In fine, Sir, as the very beſt of Authors, of all Pro- 
| teſtant Profeſſions whatever, have agreed, and do ſtill 
1 agree, that it is the very Baſis of Chriſtianity to believe 
in the Providence of Gop guiding and governing the 
Univerſe; TI think it ſhould naturally lead you and 
others, who pretend to be Chriſtians, to believe the ſame ; 
but more efpecially (as I ſaid before) as it is an In- 
junction and poſitive Command laid upon us by Gop 
himſelf in his Holy Word, as you will ſec more plainly 


aud fully faewn in the following Pages. 
May it have its deſired Effect, is the ſincere and hearty 
Deſire of, 


* * *% 


Dear Friend, 
Jan. , 17525. Your Servant and Well. wiſber. 
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447 * * y EY 
, Kind Reader, 8 1 18 4. 0 4 N 5 
OL are here 77 with a ſmall. Treatiſe upon a 
Suljess which all C hriſtians confeſs a. very fundamen 
Article of Faith, and ſo necęſſary to, he believed, that the 
moſt learned and pious Men have and do now call it the 
vety Baſis of Religion, -:.Þ. oo ot 0G 1h 0p 2 een 
* Take a Man ( ſays 75 Uſher) that firmly believes 


* 
- 


© that Gop governs. and. diſpoſes all Events, that is well 


grounded in the Belieh.of is Divine, Providence quer all 


* "bis Wort; ſuch 4 Man is ready to meet am Thing If 
« Proſperity be his Portion, he is never proud nor unthank- 
© ful, becauſe he łnotus the find Hand that gave it If Ad 
* verſity befall him, he even then is content, becauſe. he wiſely 
* diſcerns from whence 5 came; be, acknowledges that he 
© deſerves wo 1 and believes verily that Providence ap- 
« yoinzed and defigns it for bis Good, and hepes by the ſame 
« good Providence to be ſoon out fit. Again,” +> 


- He.thai believes aright in the Providence. of Go, ſeldom 
is known to deny any other Article of, _— Nor is he eafily 
le 4. to believe Things contrary to the Mord of Gon. 
Let all the Oppoſers of Religion write, print, and pub- 
liſh their ſcandalous Pamphlets, and pretend to prove upon 
Fart that the World is eternal, and alfa ignorauti attempt 
to prove that the Soul is not, nor cannat be. immortal, but 
dies with the Body: T ſay, let them go on (tho) Pity it is that 
they ſhould) ever ſo long, they can only burt the ignorant 
and unwary; but he that, truly believes in. Providence 
knows better; he ſets his Face lite a Flint againſt ſuch Temp- 
tations, and in Charity pities the Authors of ſuch abominable' 


< 


CR ay | 1 « | 
Kind Reader, As the preceding Letter and the following 


Sheets were defigned for public Good, if you cannot chime in 
with the Author in every Reſpect, do not raſbiy condemn it, 
but read it impartially, | If indeed you are ſo unhappy a 


not to believe in Providence at all, I pity you; but take. 


Care you paſs not too raſh a —_ upon the Wark, left 
Je | | 


it turn to a bad Account in the End. 
In this you will oblige yourſelf,” as well as + 


Your Well-Wiſher. 


- 


THE 
PRoviDENCE9f GOD 
ASSERTED, Ge. 


SecT, I, A Definition of Providence, 


ROVIDENCE is the eternal, moſt 

free, moſt vie, moſt ſuſt, unchangeable 
and good Counſel of Gop, whereby he works 
all good Things whatſoever are found in the 
Creature, and for wiſe and good Ends per- 
mits alſo evil Things; that is, 

The Providence of Gon is the Almighty 
Power of Gop every where preſent, where- 
by he doth, as it were with his Hand, up- 
hold and govern both Heaven and Earth, with 
all the Creatures that are therein; fo that thoſe 
Things which grow in the Earth, as likewiſe 
Rain and Drought, Fruitfulneſs and Barren- 
neſs, Meat and Drink, Health and Sickneſs, 
Riches and Poverty ; in a Word, Nothing 
comes to paſs raſhly or by Chance, but by his 
Divine Appointment,and his Forherly Counſel 
and Will. Sce Feremiab xxiii. 23, 24. 
Pſalm cxxxix. Jer. v. 24. Pſalm cxxi. 5, 
6,7, 8. Pſalm exxvii. 1, 2. Prov. xxil, 
2. and xvi. 33. Matt. x. 29. and vi. 26. 
Jobn ix. 3. 
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4 The Providence of Gop aſſerted, 


SecT. II. Wherein Providence and Creation 
| differ. | 
Providence, that is, the Preſervation and 
Government of Things created, differs not 
from Creation in one Reſpect, for there is the 
ſame Will, Power or Action in Gop, where- 
by Things begin, as well as continue to be; 
but they differ in Conſideration only : For the 
omnipotent Will of Gop is Creation in Re- 
ſpect of Beginning, becauſe all Things by the 
Power of his Word had their Being ; Crea- 
tion may therefore be call'd Providence, be- 
cauſe that by the ſelf fame Power all Things 
are preſerved, | 
We muſt not imagine the Ceation of the 
World to be like the Building of a Ship, which, 
when finiſh'd, is committed to the Care of 
ſome Pilot; but we muſt hold zh:s as Truth, 
That as Nothing had ever been without Gop 
had created them, ſo neither could they retain 
and keep their Being, neither the Force of 
working, nor the Power of Motion or Ac- 
tion, no not for the Space of one Moment, if 
Gop did not move and preſerve them ; and for 
this Reaſon the Scripture does often join the 
Preſervation and continual Adminiſtration of 
Things with their Greation. Providence there- 
fore is the Continuance of the Creation or the 
Creation continued and perpetuated, As vii. 28. 


In him we live, and move, and have our Being. 


Some eminent Authors tell us, that the A 


pellation JE nov an not only belongs to Gop, 
becauſe 
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becauſe he is the Creator, but becauſe he is 
alſo the Preſerver of all Things, and the Diſ- 
poſer and Over- ruler of all Events. We can- 
not therefore have a full and perfect Know- 
ledge of the Creation, without we join thereto 
the Knowledge and Belief of Providence. 

Touching Providence, theſe three Things 
are principally to be conſider'd. 

I. Whether there be any Providence. 

II. What the Providence of Gop is. And 

III. FYhy the Knowledge of it is neceſſary. 

I. Whether there be any Providence? 

There is a Gop, therefore there is a Provi- 
dence, and by this Providence of Gon all Things 
are guided, govern'd and preſerved, For a Man 


to ſay Gop cannot govern the World, is to 


ſuppoſe him to have created Witneſſes of his 
own Imperfections; and to ſay he can, but 
does not govern the World, is to make his A- 
bilities vain; both which are alike abſurd. 
Concerning the Providence of Gop, three 
erroneous Piinciples are found among the old 
Philoſophers, which Opinions ſome are till 
led afide by, and retain unto this Day, among 
the different Sects of Profeſſors, to their Shame. 
1, The Epicureans (or the Followers of 
Epicurus, an Athenian Philoſopher) will either 
have no Providence at all, or, at leaſt, of thoſe 
Things only which are, and are done in the 
lower Parts of the World; and that only in ſuch 
particular Things that ſuit beſt, and moſt fit 
their Fancy; but of this their Opinion a great 
| B 2 deal 
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6 The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 
deal might be ſaid (though there needs but 
little) to ſet aſide their vain and incoherent 
Schemes, 2 TW | 
2. The Stoics (or Followers of Zeno, ano- 
ther Athenian Philoſopher) have, inſtead of 
Provigence, deviſed an abſolute Neceſſity of 
all Things to be in the very Nature of the 
Things themſelves, unto which, not only all 
Things, but even alſo Gop himſelf, they ſay, 
is ſubject; which Neceſſity they call De/- 


tiny. But this their Principle is ſo far from 
Order, that the very Notion of Gop's being 


neceſſitated, ſhews that Nothing but Confuſion 
and Error attends it throughout. 
3. The Peripatetics (or Followers of Ari- 
fotle) believe, and own indeed, that Gop ſees 
and underſtands all Things, but does not 
govern, order and rule them; but only moves 
the celeſtial Motions, and does by them ſend 
down (by way of Influence) ſome Power and 
Virtue into the lower Parts of Nature; but 
the Operation and Event depend wholly, they 
ſay, upon the Will of Man; that is, they will 
have the Providence of Gop to be a Preſcience 
or Fore-knowledge of Things to come, but 
not a Power or Will guiding, governing and 
diſpoſing thoſe Things. 

This Opinion is too much to be found 
among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity to this 
Day; and certainly the Occaſion of it muſt 


either be wilful Ignorance, Prejudice of Edu- 


cation, 


k 
- 
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cation, or elſe the Want of Obſervation and 
true Conſideration in their adult Years, 

It is not indeed ſo much to be wonder'd 
at, that theſe Tenets are found in Ariſtotle and 
the Fataliſts, ſince they believed and taught 
their Followers, that the World itſelf is eter- 
nal, and ſet up Fate, an unſubſtantial, yacuous 
and idle Chimera, the ſhadowy and unintelli- 
gible Creature of Imagination. For, as an 
ingenious Author ſays, To make a Train of 
* contingent and accidental Events, the ſame 
c“ Thing as an eſtablith'd Dependance, Subor- 
« dination and Connection of Means and 
* Ends, is the higheſt Abſurdity; for Beauty, 
6 Conſtancy, Order and Harmony, the Ef- 
* fects of Wiſdom, Prediſpoſition and De- 
e ſign, and thoſe of blind unguided Chance, 
* are repugnant Ideas, and deflyuctive of one 
© another.” 

Contrary to theſe falſe Notions, the Church, 
out of the Word of Gon, teaches us, that 
Nothing comes to paſs by ' Chance, or mere 
Accident, but by the certain and definite, yet 
moſt free and good Counſel and Purpoſe of 
Gop, 

The Methods by which Providence is proved 
are two, vig. by Teſtimony of Scripture, and 
by Force of Argument, - 

1. By Teſtimony of Scripture.* 

Then Matt. vi. 25. x. 29, 30. Are 


© not two Sparrows ſold for a Farthing, and 
one 
See the een under the Definition of Providence. 
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ce one of them ſhall not fall on the Ground 
* without your Father, But the very Hairs of 
« your Head are all number'd. 

Here I cannot but take Notice of an idle 
Objection made Uſe of by a great many igno- 
rant Perſons againſt this Paſſage of Holy Writ. 
Do you think, ſay they, that God regards ſo 
ſmall a Thing as an Hair ; can we ſuppoſe he 
troubles - himſelf with ſuch frivolous Things? 
And others, more wicked as well as ignorant, 
will aſk you, whether you think God keeps a 
Book of ſuch Things,as an Accomptant does, by 
Figures ? But theſe Interrogations are too raſh 
and giddy (as I obſerved betore) when we are 


talking of any Thing relating to God or his 


holy Word : For did ſuch Perſons but right- 
ly conſider the Omnipotence, Onmipreſence and 
Omniſcience of God, that is, his Almighti- 
neſs, his being preſent in all Places, and his 
perfect Knowledge of all Things; I fay, a due 
Conſideration of theſe would certainly lead 
them to believe that he needs no Regiſter, 
but that, from all Eternity, he foreſaw all his 
Works; nor can any Thing be hid from him, 
nor eſcape his Notice, even the leaſt Grain of 


Sand in the largeſt Mountain; no nor a 


Thought of our Heart, but even before we 
begin to think he knows it. 

This is agreeable to what the Prophet Da- 
vid ſays in the 139th Palm (which if you 
read ſeriouſly, and have any Regard for = 

Wor 


* 
* 
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Word of God, with a Deſire of being im- 
proved, will give you a ſenſible Knowledge of 
the Power and Majeſty of the Divine Being) 
O Lord, thou haſt ſearch'd and known me. 
Thou knoweſt my down-fitting and mine up- 
ce rifing, thou underſtandeſt my Thoughts afar 
e off, Thou compaſſeſt my Path, and my ly- 
* ing down, and art acquainted with all my 
e Ways. For there is not a Word in my 
* Tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt it 
* altogether, Such Knowledge is too wonder- 
* ful for me, I cannot attain it. Whither ſhall 
* I go from thy Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee 
* from thy Preſence? If I aſcend up into 
Heaven, thou art there: if I make my Bed in 
© Hell, behold thou art there. If I take the 
% Wings of the Morning, and dwell in the ut- 
te termoſt Parts of the Sea: Even there ſhall 
* thy Hand lead me, and thy right Hand ſhall 
* hold me. If I fay, Surely the Darkneſs ſhall 
* cover me, even the Night ſhall be light about 
* me. Yea the Darkneſs hideth not from thee, 
* but the Night ſhineth as the Day : the Dark- 
* neſs and the Light are both alike to thee. 
My Subſtance was not hid from thee, when I 
* was made in Secret, and curiouſly wrought 
te in the loweſt Parts of the Earth. Thine 
Eyes did ſee my Subſtance yet being imper- 
<< tect, and in thy Book * were all my Mem- 

| * bers 


* Speaking after the Manner of Men ; but by Bok 


there is meant God's unerring Fore-kuowledge of all 
T hings, &c, 
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© bers written, which Day by Day were 
, faſhion'd, when as yet there was none o 
* them.“ . | ö 
Many more Places of Scripture might be 
brought in Proof of Gop's perfect Know- 
ledge of all Things; and when once this is 
proved, | it will be no great Difficulty to 
prove that he appoints all Things; for he that 
grants 'the one muſt the other, and he 
that denies the one, in Effect denies the 
other alſo, For a Proof then, that Gop ap- 
points, over-rules and governs all Things and 
all Events, the remarkable Paſſage concerning 
Joſepb is ſufficient; for if we look but once 
into it, we ſball plainly ſee Gop's over-ruling 
Providence order'd all thoſe Things to come 
exactly ſo to paſs, for the Preſervation of good 
old Jacob and his Family in the approaching 
Famine, and by the ſame Paſſage we may as 
clearly ſee the Impoſſibility of Man's know- 
ing future Events; for little did his Brethren 
think, when they fold him to the 1/Þmaeltes, 
that he would be Lord of the Land of Egypt. 
Let us take a View of and trace him thro' 
che Vigiſſitudes of his Life, from his ſe- 
venteenth to his thirtieth Year, Genefis 
xxxvii. 2, © 'Theſe are the Generations of 
« Facob, Joſeph being ſeventeen Years old, was 
*« feeding his Flock with his Brethren, and the 
* Lad was with the Sons of Billab and Zilpab, 
«« his Father's Wives; and Joſeph brought unto 
his Father their evil Report. And they hated 
him, 


— n 8 — 
2 5. Fo A Fe 
l S — 1 — 
2 - h * 
x * » P * 4 
s - - 2 


» « — 
— e * * Ws] N 8 e 8 ITS a 2 5 8 es, 
— PPPUPAFAFAEUEAEAUPUAwPw . OS 
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tt him, and could not ſpeak peaceably unto him. 
« Ver. 5. And Joſeph dream'd a Dream, and told 
* jt his Brethren, and they hated him yet the 
© more.“ 

And this Hatred of theirs increaſed fo 
much, that they even conſpired againſt him to 
kill him. Per. 19, 20. And they faid one 
to another, Behold this Dreamer cometh. 
Come now therefore, let us ſlay him, and 
caſt him into ſome Pit; and we will ſay, 
ſome evil Beaſt has devour'd him; and we 
ſhall ſee what will become of his Dreams. 


Vier. 26. And Judah ſaid unto his Erethren, 


What Profit is it if we ſlay our Brother, and 
conceal his Blood ? Come, and let us ſell him 
to the Ihmaelites, and let not our Hand be 
upon him; for he is our Brother, and our 
Fleſh : and his Brethren were content. Then 
there paſs'd by Midianites, Merchant-men ; 
and they drew and lift up Joſeph out of the 
Pit, and fold him to the hmaelites for twen- 
ty Pieces of Silver; and they brought Jeſeph 
into Egypt. Ver. 36. And the Midianites fold 
him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an Officer of 
Pharoab's, and Captain of the Guard. 

Again, Chap. xxix. 2. when he was in Po- 
tiphar's Houſe, you read, that the Lord was 
with him, and he was a proſperous Man. 
Ver. 3. And his Maſter faw that the Lord was 
with him, and that the Lord made all that he 
had to proſper in his Hand. Ver. 4. And Jo- 


ſeph found Grace in the Sight of his Maſter, 


and he ſerved him; and he made him Over- 
* 2 
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ſeer over his Houſe, and all that he had he put 


into his Hands. Ver. 5. And it came to paſs 
from the Time that he had made him Overſeer in 
his Houſe, and over all that he had, that he 
bleſſed the Egyptian's Houſe for Yoſepb's Sake; 
and the Bleſſing of the Lord was upon all that 
he had, i in the Houſe, and in the Field —A very 

parycular Inſtance, and worthy Obſervation. 


fter this, what grext Temptation did he 


meet with from his Maſter's Wife, who fain 
would have perfuaded him to lie with her, 
and repeated her Defire daily? Ver. 7 Come, 
ſaid ſhe, lie with me. But his Wikdom Was 
ſo great that he hearken'd nat to lie by her, 
nor to be with her. And this his Chaſtity 
will appear more conſpicuous, if we do but 
conſider the Opportunit he had ; and more 
eſpecially as the Sin in itſelf is more natural 
to Mankind than every Sin. 

With what Confidence did ſhe affault him ? 
But mark how bravely, how religiouſly he re- 
pulſed her, and reſiſted the Temptation. Ver, g. 
How can I do this great Wickedneſs, (ſays he) 

and ſin againſt Gop! An excellent Leſſon for 
us indeed; who ought always to have him in our 
Thoughts but more eſpecially when we are going 
to commit any known Sin. One might * 
thought ſuch an unparallel'd Expreſſion, i 

Anſwer to her unlawful Deſire, might Rave 
uw d her intended Incontinency; but being 

ck'don by the Devil and her Luſt, ſhe renew d 
the Temptation, and at laſt caught him moſt 


— by his Garment, and repeated the 


ſame 
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fame Words; but ſo , rat was his Chaſtity, 
and his Heart ſo upright with his Goo, that 


he even THEN reliſted the Enticement, left 


his Garment in her Hand, and ted and gat 


him out. 


She, inſtead of reflecting upon her own 
ill Conduct and unſeemly Behaviour, and 
looking back upon her own Folly with Shame, 
(which naturally would have led her for ever 
after to have eſteem'd ſuch a faithful Servant) 
immediately adds another Sin to her former 
one, and deviſes a 75 Lye to cover her 
vile H ocriſy, and to be revenged on 7/eph. 
Ver. 75 See (ſaid ſne) he bas Nee an 
Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto 
me to lie with me, and I cry'd with a loud 
Voice, And it came to paſs, when he heard 
that I lifted up my Voice and cry'd, that he 


left his Garment with me, and fled and gat 


him out. Per. 16. And ſhe laid up his Gar- 
ment by her, till her Lord came home; and 
ſpake unto him according to theſe Words. 
Ver. 20. And Foſepb's Maſter took him and 
put him into the Priſon, a Place where the 
Kang” s Priſoners were bound, and he was there 
in the Priſon, Ver. 21. But the Lord was 


with Joſebb, and ſhew'd him Mercy, and 


gave him Favour in the Sight of the Keeperof 
the Priſon. Ver. 22. And the Keeper of the 
Priſon committted to .Zo/epb's Hand all the 


Priſoners. | And he look'd not to any Thing 
that was under his Hand; becauſe the Lord 


was with him; and that which 'he did, the 


Lord made to proſper. 


C2 Now 


Is. The Providence of Gon aſſerted. 7 


Now obſerve the Means by which Gov, by 


his Providence, deliver'd him out of Priſon, 
Chap. xl. After this, two of the Priſoners, the 


chief Butler and chief Baker, dream'd each 
Man his Dream, and told it to Joſeph, who 
interpreted them; for the chief Butler was 


reſtored to his Butlerſhip, but the chief Baker 
was hang d, according to the Words of Fo/:ph. 
Again, Chap. xli. You read, at the End of 
two full Years after this, that Pharaoh himſelf 


dream'd two Dreams, and was troubled,and ſent 


and call'd all the wiſe Men of Egypt, and the 
Magicians; but there was none that could in- 
terpret them unto him. Ver. 9. Then ſpake 
the chief Butler and ſaid, I do remember my 
Faults this Day. And then proceeds to tell 
Pharaob, how he and the chief Baker dream'd 


each one their Dream, when in the Priſon ; 


and that there was a young Hebrew there, who 
had interpreted them according to each Man's 
Dream. Ver. 14. Then Pharaoh ſent and 
call'd Joſeph, and they brought him haſtily out 
of the Dungeon; and he ſhaved himſelf, and 
changed his Raiment, and came in unto 
Pharaoh. Ver. 15. And Pharaoh ſaid unto Fo- 
ſeph, I have dream'd a Dream, and there is 
none that can interpret it; and I have heard 
ſay of thee, that thou can'ſt underſtand a 
Dream to interpret it. Ver. 16. And Joſepb 
anſwer' d Pharaoh, ſaying, It is not in me, Gop 
ſhall give Pharach an Anſwer of Peace. 
Then Pharaoh tells his Dreams unto Jaſepb, 
which being one (in Interpretation) he inter- 
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The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 15 


prets it unto Pharaoh to his great Satisfaction; 
appriſes him of the approaching Famine ; de- 
fires Pharaob to look out a Man diſcreet and 
wiſe, and ſet him over the Land of Egypt, 
and appoint Officers over the Land, that they 
may lay up Food in Store, that the Land pe- 
riſh not through the Famine, Ver. 27. And 
the Thing was good in the Eyes of Pharaoh 
and in the Eyes of all his Servants. Ver. 38. 
And Pharaob ſaid unto his Servants, can we 
find ſuch an one as THIS is, a Man in whom 
the Spirit of Gop is? Ver. 39. And Pharaoh ſaid 
unto Joſeph, Foraſmuch as Gop has ſhew'd 
thee all this, there is none ſo diſcreet and wiſe 
as THOU art, Ver. 40, Tnov ſhalt be over 
my Houſe, and according to thy Word ſhall 
all my People be ruled; only in the Throne 
will I be greater than thou, Yer. 42. And 
Pharaoh took off his Ring from his Hand, 
and put it upon Joſeph's Hand, and array'd 
him in Veſtures of fine Linen, and put a 
gold Chain about his Neck. Ver. 43. And 
he made him to ride in the ſecond Chariot 
which he had; and they cry'd before him, 
Bow the Knee: and he made him Ruler over 
all the Land of Egypt. 

44% was now thirty Years old. 

3ehold what a Change here is! He that 
was obliged to ſhave himſelf, and change his 
Apparel, before he was fit to appear in the 
Preſence of Pharaoh, is now (by the Favours 
of Providence) cloath'd in the richeſt Gar- 
ments, and from ſo mean and deſpicable a 


Place 


16 Cube Providence of Gop aſſerted. 


Place as a. Priſon, is advanced to the ſecond 


Chariot, and become Lord over all the Land 


pf Eu. 
| Oberudtion I. 

F rom hence we may, infer, that either Jo- 
fepb wrought this Change himſelf by his own 
Wiſdom, or elſe it was Gop's good Provi- 
Hence over him. If he did it bimſelk. alone, 
then he was not beholden to Providence; but 
he was as incapable of doing it himſelf as we 
are; conſequently therefore, it was the over- 


ruling Providence of Gop that Preſervex him 


and advanced him. 
Obſervation II. | 

By what has been ſaid, it is plain, that 
Man cannot accompliſh any Act, or termi- 
nate any Deſign of himſelf, without the Con- 
eurrence of Gop. We ſee that his Brethren 
conſpired againſt him to ſlay him: Why did 
they not then? Becauſe Gop would have 
him preſerved. They meant it for Evil, but 
Gop appointed it, or ſuffer'd them thus to 
do, for: Good. In ſhort, the whole was ap- 


pointed and directed of Gop, that thereby 


the Family of good old Jacob might be pre- 
ſerved, and his own Name glorified. 

Here I expect the whole Poſſe of the Ad- 
verlaries' of Gop's Providence will be offended ; 
but give me Leave to prove the Truth of 
this Aſſertion, from the Words of Joſenb 
(after that he had made himſelf known 
to, his Brethren) Chap, lv. 4, 5,6,7, 8. And 
Je ſaid unto his een Come near 
cc "00 
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The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 17 
* to me, I pray you; and they came near: 
And he faid I am Joſeph your Brother, whom 
* ye ſold into Egypr. Now therefore be not 
e grieved, nor angry with yourſelves, that ye 
« fold me hither; for Gop did fend me be- 
fore you to preſerve Life, For theſe two 
« Years hath the Famine been in the Land; 
* and yet there are five Years, in which there 
* ſhall be neither Earing or Harveſt. And Gop 
* ſent me before you, to preſerve you a Poſte- 
* rity in the Earth, and to fave your Lives by a 
* preatDeliverance.” And that they might have 
yet a greater Senſe of the Favour of the Divine 
Providence, he repeats it even a third Time, 
more patbetically and emphatically, - and ſays, 
So now it was not you that ſent nie hither, 
© but Gop,” Mark it well, for it is wor- 
thy Obſervation; and indeed, though there 
are many remarkable Paſſages in Sacred Writ, 
which evidently prove Gop's governing Pro- 
vidence, yet this Narrative only is ſufficient to 
convince any conſiderate Man: For the Words 
of Joſeph are not ambiguous, they have no 
double Meaning, but are affirmative and poſi- 
tive, carrying the Senſe along with the very 
Words themſelves. 

| Obſervation III. 

The Want of diſtinguiſhing rightly be- 
tween the Cauſe and the Means, is the Rea- 
ſon why ſo many are led into Errors concern- 
ing Providence: For though Joſephs Brethren 
ſold him into Egypt, they were not the Cauſe 
of his being advanced; nor was Jo/epb the 

Cauſe 
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Cauſe of his own Advancement, or his Bre- 
thren's Preſervation ; they were the Means 
which Gop wrought by, that is, they were 
all the Inſtruments in the Hand of Gop, to 


bring thoſe Things to paſs, and to preſerve the 


Family, out of which our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, at Gop's appointed Time, was to 
come into the World. This is plain from the 
foregoing Words, in which To/epb does not ſo 
much as mention himſelf, He does not ſay, 
* Sec, though I was once deſpiſed and fold by 
&* you, yet you are now ſenſible that your Pre- 
<« ſervation depends on me; I have the Power; 
*« Iam your Preſerver.” No no; he gives Gop 
the Glory; he attributes nothing to his own 
Wiſdom or Foreſight, but owns Gop to be the 
Primum Mobile, or the firſt moving Cauſe of the 
Event. An admirable Leſſon indeed! Teach- 
ing us, that whatſoever we take in Hand, if 
it proſpers, we ſhould abaſe ourfelves, and be 
thankful to Providence; and if we fail in our 
Undertakings, not to murmur, but be content 
with the Diſpenſations thereof; always having 
this before our Eyes, Prov. xvi. 23. The 
Lot is caſtinto the Lap; but the whole diſ- 
te poſing thereof is of the Lord,” 

Thus it appears from this one Inſtance of 
Scripture only, that there is a Providence, and 
that by this Providence we are continually pre- 
ſerved. | 


Proceed we now to the ſecond Thing pro- 


poſed, that is. to prove the ſame by Argument, 
| | 2. Providence 
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2. Providence proved by Argument. 


The Arguments by which Providence is 


roved, are of two Sorts, v2, 
I. From the Nature and Attributes of Gon. 
II. From the Works and Effects of Go. 


I. From the Nature and Attributes of Gop. 

There is a Gop, therefore there is a Provi- 
dence ; for theſe Reaſons : For that Gop ſhould 
create the World, and not govern all Things 
in the World, is a flat Repugnancy to the 
Nature of Gop: For the World can no more 
ſubſiſt without Gop, than that it could be 
created without him ; therefore to deny a 
Providence, is in Effect to deny a Gop, For 
by him all Things conſiſt, Col. i. 17. This 
is further proved ; 

1. From bis Omnipotence. 

He is omnipotent who hath all Things ſo in 
his Power, that with every Thing he can do 
as he will, and that without his Will Nothing 
can be done: But Gop is omnipotent; there- 
fore he has the whole Nature of Things in 
his Power, and moves and governs all at his 
own Pleaſure. 

2. From bis infinite Wiſdom. 

It is the Property of a wz/e Governor to let 
Nothing that he has in his Power be done 
| without his Will: Goa is a moſt w/e Gover- 
nor, and js every where preſent with all his 
Works; therefore Nothing can be done with» 
out his Knowledge, and conſequently not 
without his Will or Prox idence. 

D 3. From 
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8 From bis exceeding TFuſtice. 
OD is a moſt juſt Judge, and therefore in 
ruling the World, he gives Rewards unto the 
Righteous, and inflicteth Puniſhments both 
ſpiritual and temporal upon the Wicked, 

4. From his perfect Goodneſs. 

Gop is moſt good; but that which is moſt 

ood is moſt communicable : Therefore as Gop 
in his ininite Wiſdom created the World, to 
the End he might communicate himſelf unto 
it; ſo by his Wiſdom and Goodneſs does he 
preſerve and rule the World fo created. 
5. Becauſe be is the Author of all Good. 

Every good Thing is of Gop, and comes 
from Gop as the firſt Cauſe and chief Good: 
But all Subſtances, with their Motions and 
Actions, are certain and poſitive, therefore 
they all come from Gop in one Reſpect or 
other: The Good comes from him as the Au- 
thor and Fountain of all Goodneſs; contra- 
rily, the Evil comes not immediately from 
Gop, neither partakes of his Nature, yet they 
come not to paſs by mere Accident or Chance, 
but are done by his Permiſſion for w/e and 
good Ends; though the Actions themſelves, and 
the Agent acting, may be both very wicked, 

6. Becauſe he is the Diſpoſer of the Means 
tending to every appointed End. 

He that wills the End or Conſequent of 


any Event, wills alſo the Means tending 


thereto, in order to bring the Event to paſs: 
But Gop (faith St. Auguſtine) wills the End of 
all Things : And the Reaſon of thisis, becauſe 


7. Au 
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7. An unchangeable Preſcience, or Fore-knows= 
ledge, depends upon an unchangeable Cauſe. 

Gop fore-knew all Things unchangeably 
from everlaſting ; but there is no unchange- 
able Cauſe beſide the Will of God, therefore 
all Things paſt, preſent and to come, depend 
upon the unchangeable Preſcience of Gov, or 
upon his Providence. The Sum of all theſe 
Particulars is this, that Gop is all Mighty, all 
Wiſdom, all Goodneſs, all Knowledge; and 
therefore as he created Nothing without ſome 
ſpecial End, and to ſerve ſome good Purpoſe 


in ſome Reſpect or other; ſo alſo is it the 


higheſt Abſurdity to think that Gop ceaſeth 
to direct and guide his Work by ſuch Means 
to bring them to thoſe Ends, and to ſerve 
ſuch Purpoſes unto which they were created: 
Neither ſuffereth he thoſe Things to be wrought 
by idle Chance, which he has created for the 
Manifeſtation of his Glory (for then would 
not his Glory be manifeſt) but they are go- 
vern'd and directed by Divine Providence. 
For, fays Biſhop Beveridge, As Gop created 
all Things by the Power of his Word, fo 
© he preſerves and governs all Things by the 
% Power of the ſame Word; yea, ſo great is 
* his Power and Sovereignty, that he can as 
4 eaſily frown my Soul from my Body into 
Hell, or Nothing, as I can throw this Book 
* out of my Hand to the Ground; nay he need 
* not throw me into Nothing, but as, if I ſhould: 
* let go my Hold, the Book would preſently 
fall, ſo, mould Gov take away his ſupport- 
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* ing Hand“ from under me, I ſhould of 
„ myſelf immediately fall down to Nothing.“ 
And as another ingenious Author ſays, The 
Supreme Being could not be Infinite in Per- 
* fection, did he not foreſee contingent Events; 
for upon Suppoſition he did not, he would 
„ increaſe in Knowledge when thoſe Events 
came to paſs; therefore his Knowledge could 
te not be perfect before. 

II. From the Works and Effects of God. 

And, 1. From the Order which is in the Na- 
ture of Things. 

That is, the apt diſpoſing of all the Parts, 
and the Succeſſion of Motions and Actions, 
continued by certain and perpetual Laws and 
Courſes, ſerving for, and tending to, the Pre- 
ſervation of the Whole: For where there is 
Order, there muſt be a Cauſe that orders aright. 
What leſs than the Providence of Goo can 
uphold and govern the huge Body of the Sun, 
together with the whole planetary Syſtem ? 
Philoſophers and Aſtronomers ſay indeed, that 
their mutual Attraction, Gravitation, and Ten- 
dency to each other, and particularly to the Sun 
as their common Center, together with their 
centrifugal and centripetal Forces, are the Cauſe 
of the exact Courſes, good Order, and Har- 
mony of theſe heavenly Bodies; and this is in- 
deed phy/ically- true, but I think they ought 
rather to be called the Means by which they 
are regulated; for he that has a true Senſe of 
Religion mixt with his Knowledge (without 
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which all Knowledge is no Knowledge) knows 
that there is yet a greater Cauſe than all Zheſe, 
namely, the Almighty Power of Gov, which 
both created and gave ſuch Orders for their 
Regulation. This may be faid indeed to be- 
long more to Creation than Providence, and fo 
it does in Reſpect of the Act of Creation ; but 
in Reſpe& of their Preſervation, it belongs to 
Providence ; forr Nothing leſs than the Divine 
Providence can ſupport, uphold, preſerve, and 
guide thoſe huge Bodies in ſuch a due Order, 
both for the Glory of his great Name, and 
the continual Benefit of Mankind. P/alm xix. 
The Heavens declare the Glory of Goo, 
* and the Firmament ſhews his handy Work.” 
Again, © Praiſe him Sun and Moon, praiſe 
e him all ye Stars of Light.” P/alm cxlviii. 

2. From the Mind and Underſtanding which 
is in Men and Angels. 

Man, who is as it were a Microcoſin or little 
World, is endowed with a fine Mind and Un- 
derſtanding, which, tho they are clouded with 
irregular Paſſions, wonderfully ſpeak forth the 
Praiſe of his great Creator. But alas! both 
He and the Angels fall infinitely ſhort, not 
only of the Dzvine Being himſelf, but even of 
his Works. Gov hath indeed given us Know- 
ledge enough to anſwer our different Capaci- 
ties; but ole the very wiſeſt Philoſophers, and 
ſee how little they know of Gop, and the Na- 
ture of his Works! It is indeed a great Hap- 
pineſs, that he has been pleaſed to give Man 
ſo good an Underſtanding in Things relating 


to 


. ͤ— — —· — — 


4 
f 
\ 
* 


24 The Providence of Gop ofſerted. 


to the Creation ; and wonderful are the 
Improvements and Diſcoveries which Man 
thro' Gov's Aſſiſtance has made, by account- 
ing for, and giving ſubſtantial Reaſons for, 
many Things in Nature unknown to our Fore- 
fathers: But upon the Whole (as was before 
obſerved) this known Part is ſo little, if com- 
pared with the unknown, that what Man 
knows, if rightly conſidered, may be ſaid to 
be Nothing : For Inſtance, we know the out- 
ward Förm of any ſolid Body, ſuch as a 
Stone, Sc. but how, or in what Manner, the 
inherent Particles of Matter a& upon each 
other to cauſe a Cohefion, in the Whole pro- 
ducing ſuch a vifible Form to the Eye, is not 
really known. Gop has given us Under- 
s ſtanding in Things we ought to know, but 


others he has concealed from us: For Ex- 


* ample, we are ignorant of the Structure of 
*© our Stomach, becauſe Gop has eaſed us of 
* the Care of it's Digeſtion. In vain would 
the moſt able Anatomiſts direct it's Di- 
* geſtion ; all very often goes contrary : 
© Gop has ſpared us that Trouble, and has 
* denied us the Knowledge of the Mecha- 
* niſm which forms the Fleſh; for we ar- 
* rive to the Age of Fourſcore and Ten, 
« without knowing what Digeſtion is, Had 
«© we known the Structure of our Stomachs, 
% we ſhould have been for directing its Func- 
tions. Gop has not allowed this Knowledge 
** to Man; he made him to be otherwiſe em- 
t ployed: If then this be hid from Man, how 
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The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 25 
© can he acquaint himſelf with all the Works 
te of Nature? But Gop willed them at firſt to 
te ſerve thoſe Ends, for which his Wiſdom had 
te appointed them; and theſe Ends are un- 
* known to us, For as Man's Strength is 
* limited, ſo is his Knowledge.” Nat. Delin. 
Vol. IV. p. 162. 

If therefore Man be thus guided in his 
Knowledge, and limited both in his Strength 
and Power, and not permitted to know any 
more than that which Gov has appointed for 
him to know ; much more then is the World, 
and all created Beings, guided and governed 
by his Providence. fob, Chap. xxvi. ver. 14. 
Lo, theſe are Parts of his Ways, but how little 
a Portion is heard of him! 

3. From the Law of Nature, or Difference 
between Things honeſt and diſhoneſt. 

He that at all Times, and in all Places, 
gives Rewards unto the Righteous, and puniſhes 
the Wicked, knows alſo who will continue in 
Wickedneſs, and who will perſevere in Righte- 
ouſneſs; not that his Fore-knowledge is the 
Cauſe of their Sin, or lays any Force or Com- 
pulſion upon them to make them ſin; for they 
{in freely, wilifully, and knowing!y; yet could 
we look into the Secrets of his Providence, we 
ſhould ſoon perceive that God permits Sin to 
be done, not on Account, or for the ſake of 
Sin itſelf (on which he cannot look with A 


probation) but for wiſe and good Ends beſt 
known to himſelf. 
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26 The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 
4. The Prediction and Signification of Things 
to come, and the Execution and Accompliſhment 


of the ſame, 


He that of himſelf foreſhews certainly unto 
Men Things to come, and not only ſo, but 
cauſes them to come to paſs as he hath fore- 
told, muſt certainly guide, govern, and direct 
the Means, in order to bring thoſe Things to 
paſs at the very Time, and in the very Manner, 
he has appointed: But Gov alone doth fore- 
ſhew Things to come, and they never fail to 
come to paſs accordingly, either by his own 
effecting them, or cauſing them to be effected 
of others; therefore Gov by his Providence 
governs all Things. Numb. Chap. xxiii. Hath 
he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? Or hath he 


ipoken, and ſhall he not make it good? 


5. The Virtues and fingular Gifts, and beroic 
Inſlinfis, and the Excellency of Artificers, for 
the univerſal Good and Preſervation of human 
Society. 

The ſingular and peculiar Gifts which Gop 
beſtows upon different Men, do plainly diſco- 
ver to us that he governs and rules the World 
by his Providence: Some he endues with he- 
roic Virtues, to others he gives the Invention 
of Arts and Sciences: He gives us alſo Princes 
wiſe and valiant; and when he deſigns to pu- 
miſh us, he takes theſe profitable Inſtruments 
in ſome Meaſure from us. Exod. Chap. xxxi. 
When God gave Commandment to Moſes to 
build the Ark, and had told him the Faſhion 
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The | Providence of GoD afſerted, 27 
and Manner of it, with its Appurtenances, See, 
ſaid he, I have called by Name Bezaleel, the 
Son of Uri, the Son of Hur, of the Tribe of 
Fudab, And I have filled him with the Spirit 
of God, in Wiſdom, and in Underſtand- 
ing, and in Knowledge, and in all Manner of 


Workmanſhip. And I, behold, I have given 


with him Aboliab, the Son of Abi ſamach, of 
the Tribe of Dan; and in the Hearts of all 
them that are wiſe-hearted have I put Wiſ- 


dom. Thus we ſee, that God ſeparated theſe 


Men as Inſtruments to do that which he had 
appointed to be done. And when he deſigns 
ta puniſh us (as was obſerved above) he in 
ſome Meaſure (if not totally) takes away theſe 
profitable Inſtruments from us. Iſaiab, Chap. 
ili. Ver. 1, 2, 3. Behold the Lord, the Lord of 
Hoſts, does take away from FJeruſalem and 
from Judah the Stay and the Staff, the whole 
Stay of Bread and the whole Stay of Water, 
the mighty Man and the Man of War, the 
Judge and the Prophet, and the Prudent and 
the Ancient, the Captain of Fifty, and the ho- 
nourable Man, and the Counſellor ; and the 
cunning Artificer, and: the eloquent Orator, 

6. The Power which God has given to Man, 
and the natural Inſtinct of all other Creatures to 
ſtand in Awe of Man, is a plain Demonſtration 
that be governs all Creatures by his Provi- 
dence. 1 | 3 

A true and ſerious Conſideration of the Cre- 
ation will naturally lead us to the Belief and 
Knowledge of the Divine Providence: For if 
| E we 
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we do but take a View of the many different 
Sorts of Beaſts, and withal conſider ſome of 
their ſavage, fierce, and carnivorous Natures ; 
together with the prodigious Strength, or, 

where this is wanting, the great Art and Cun- 
ning wherewith Nature has arm'd them: I 
ſay, if we rightly confider theſe things, we 
cannot but admire the Works of Creation and 
Providence. Now if we further conſider, that 
there are none of theſe Creatures ſo fierce, but 
what has or may be tamed and overcome of 
Man; this will give us a greater Idea of the 


Onder of Creation and Providence. For ſhould 


Gop take away that Aptitude and Diſpoſition 
which are in theſe Creatures, and let them 
looſe upon us, what:Havock would they make 
of the human Species, and even of one another! 
Conſequently therefore they are governed by 
the Providence of Gov, and by the ſame Fro- 
1 are we preſerved from them. 

. The Order and Freer vun of Commn- 
Waatths. LL 

He that orders and ſets up the Empires and 
States of the whole World, and preſerves them 
at all Times, and in all Places, from the 
Power, Hatred, and Contrivance of Devils, 
Tyrants, and wicked Men, muſt be a Being, 


who not only knows, but is capable of 


fruſtrateing the Deſigns of ſuch Conſpira- 
tors: But tis Gop alone that has ſuch Power 
over the Devil and his Agents ; and has done, 
and does from Time to Time preſerve the (m- 
mon-Wealth. (Inſtances of this we have often 
5 ex- 
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experienced in the Preſervation of this our 
little and) therefore Gov undoubtedly not 
only governs us, but preſerves us continually 
by his good Providence. bone, 

What leſs than the Providence of Gop could 
have preſerved us from that treacherous Deſign 
of the Powder Plot, in the Reign of King 
Fames the Firſt? With what Vigilance, Fury, 
and Secrecy, did thoſe Inſtruments of Hell 
manage the Affair! Nothing but the All- ſeeing 
Eye could diſcover the Traps and Gins ſet to 
deſtroy us both Root and Branch. And as 
we were inſenſible of their Deſigns, we could 
not be the Cauſe of our own Preſervation, 
Who then can be ſo ungrateful, as not to af- 
cribe the whole Eſcape and Deliverance to 
Providence alone ? 

P/alm xliv. For it was not our own Arm 
* that helped us; but thy Right-hand and 
« thine Arm, and the Light of thy Coun- 
* tenance, becauſe thou hadſt a Favour un- 
* to us,” 


An ingenious Author expreſſes the Delive- 
rance very pertinently in the following Lines, 
* Thy Love beheld the black Deſign, 
Thy Love that guards our and round; 
« Strange! how it quench'd the fi'ry Mine, 
And cruſh'd the Tempeſt under Ground. 
WATTS. 


The fame may be ſaid of the late unnatural 
Rebellion, f 
E 2 Laſtly, 


Op ²·( ˙² ¹iw So 


— 
— 
—— 


— — — + AX — 7 2 = 


8 nr 
iS 13 A, — 
— 


— _ - 
” - — * — 
” — — 
— . 


"+ 
— 


. 


tee Co I 
— — 


e 
r 
2 


n Sos — 
Pa _ 
* 


TT TIER ee e I 7 7 2 


—_ 


$3.2 — 


Po” 
- — — 


30 The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 


in Laſtly, God's preſerving us in our Goings- 


out and Comings-in, among the many imminent 


Dangers to which' we are continually expoſed, 
is an undeniable Proof of his kind Providence 
over Us, | | 

We are never ſure of Life, and therefore 
cannot promiſe ourſelves Safety in any Under- 
taking, tho' to us there ſeems to be no Dan- 
ger. Again, tho' ſome Men, by their very 
Trades and Vocations, are obliged to be in the 
very Midſt of Danger (as we think) yet how 


ſtrangely, how unaccountably, are they pre- 


ſerved! Some we hear that fall from Preci- 
pices, others who have had the Ground caved 
into the very Places where they were, and yet 
have received no Damage: And many others 
have to our Thinking been in ſuch imminent 
Danger, that the Standers by could expect no 
other than the immediate Death of the Per- 
ſon; yet all has been well, the Providence 
of God has ſafely preſerved them, to the great 
Aſtoniſhment of the Beholders. It is true that 
ſome Men are daringly bold: They (as it 
were) tempt and affront God ; and run in- 
to Danger further than is required in their Call- 
ing, and it is no Wonder to hear they have 
loſt their Lives or their Limbs, But even in 
this Caſe, it don't become us to be too raſh 
upon the Misfortune of our Neighbour. We 
ſhould be favourable, and pity them for many 
Reaſons; for we are ſenfible that there are 
many who have been more ventureſome than 
ethers, and yet have eſcaped ; while others . 
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We Providence of Gop aſſerted. 31 
have been at their Duty, and no further, have 
been cut off with a Stroke. Therefore it is 

lain we are all under Gov's Providence; if 
be farſakes us, we periſh. Nevertheleſs, let 
every Man be found in his proper Place and 
Duty, for this Reaſon ; that it is a Satisfaction 
to a Man upon his Death-bed, that he hap- 
pen'd of a Misfortune in his proper Employ- 
ment, rather than to have it fall upon him in 
a Place or Action which he had no Buſineſs to 
be employed in. | 
Again, Let us ſuppoſe two Armies engaged 
together in Battle, in which Thouſands are 
ſlain on both Sides: If, after ſuch an Engage- 
ment, we ſhould hear one of the Eſcapers 
ſpeak after this Manner, That it was thro his 
own Bravery and Conduct he was preſerved, 
we ſhould think it a ſhocking Expreſſion, and 
unbecoming the Mouth of one ſo lately in 
the Midſt of Danger. It is true that Courage 
and good Conduct are indeed the neceſſary 
Qualifications of a Soldier, as they are Means 
tending to the Preſervation of an Army, by 
keeping it in good Order and Diſcipline; but 
we muſt not think them infallible, nor eſteem 
this the Reaſon why one Army prevails over 
another, or why one eſcapes more than an- 
other: Courage and Conduct therefore are 
not the real Cauſe of Preſervation. 
Others, more wicked than theſe, tell us it 


is War- luck, or juſt as it happens by Chance; 


but let ſuch wicked, ſuch ſenſeleſs Perſons 


know, that their Preſervation is wholly owing 


to 
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22 The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 
to Gop ; and when Thouſands of their Bre- 
thren lie dead before them, one would not ima- 
gine any Perſon could be ſo notoriouſly wicked 
as not to lift up his Heart in ſome thankful 
Remembrance to Gov, in this or ſuch like 
Expreſſion: I acknowledge, O Lord, that 
it is thro' thy good Providence I am not num- 
ber'd among the Dead; it is by thy Mercy I 
am preſerved. Such Expreſſions as theſe would 
be acceptable to Gop, rather than the too 
common Cuſtom of Oaths, Moreover, 
As to the Battle itſelf} it is the Lord's. We 
are indeed ready to think, that a ſuperior Num- 
ber will certainly have the Victory; but we 
are often miſtaken in this Reſpect alſo; for 
Gop ſaves not by many nor few ; that is, Gop 
can, and often does, fave by few as well as by 
many. How many Inſtances have we of this 
in Holy-Writ : Did not Gideon, with three 
hundred Men only, put an innumerable Com- 
pany of the Midianites to Flight? How many 
Nations did the Children of Mael overcome; 
but after they had provoked the Lord, and 
Gop left them to their own weak Arm of 
Fleſh, then they could not ſtand before their 
Enemies. Thus it is with us in a State of 
War. We are well provided for, both by Sea 
and Land; but what is our Strength, if the 
Lord goes not before us to fight our Battles? 
We ſhould not boaſt of our being able to over- 
come, leſt we thereby provoke Gov, and pay 
dear for our Folly. But if we truly fear the 
| Lord, 
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Lord, and put our Truſt in his Providence, 
and earneſtly and frequently pray for his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, we need not be afraid what any other 
Power or Powers can do unto us: For if Goo 
be for us, who can be againſt u? 
Beſides, Thoſe to whom Gov pleaſes to. giva 
the Victory, to them he alſo gives Courage ta 
overcome their Enemies: On the contrary, when 
he deſigns to deliver one Nation or People 
into the Hand of another, he: takes away their 
Bravery, and their Hearts as it were die within 
them. Thus when the Syrians beſieged Samaria, 
tho' there was a grievous Famine, and the 1/rae- 
lites were ſorely diſtreſſed, when Gop thought 
proper to deliver them, he diſperſed the Hoſt 
of the Syrians, by cauſing them to hear a Noiſe 
of Chariots and Horſes, even of a great Hoſt ; 
wherefore they aroſe in the Twilight and fled, 
and left their Tents, and their Horſes, and their 
Aſſes, even the Camp as it was, and fled for 
their Life, 2 Kings, Chap. vii. Ver. 6, 7. Again, 
When Sennacherib' came againſt the fenced 
Cities of Judah and took them, he afterwards 
ſent Rabſhakeh to Hezekiah with a great Hoſt | 
againſt Feruſalem, with blaſphemous Words. 
But Hezekiab prayed unto the Lord, and faid, 
O Lord our Gov, I beſeech thee fave thou us 
out of his Hand, that all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth may know that thou art the Lord Gov, 
even thou only. And accordingly Gop heard 
his Prayer: For Gop ſent Jaiab the Prophet 
ta tell him, that the Syrians ſhould not come 
into the City, nor ſhoot an Arrow how, 
An 


34 The Providence of Gon aſſerted. 
And it came to paſs the ſame Night, that the 
Angel of the Lord went out, and ſmote in the 
Camp of the Aſyrians an Hundred.and Four- 
ſcore and Five Thouſand ; and when they aroſe 
early in the Morning, behold they were all 
dead Corpſes. Thus it n that the Battle 
is the Lord's. 

But perhaps ſome may object and ſay, That 
tho Gov did that of old, yet he does not now 
ſo immediately and miraculouſly deliver his 
People. To this I anſwer, That tho' God does 
not ſo apparently deſtroy our Enemies, nor ſo 
miraculouſly deliver us; yet this is no reaſon- 
able Argument that he cannot, or that he does 
not preſerve us, ſeeing he has ſo many Ways 
unknown to us of preſerving thoſe whom he 
will have preſerved. And is there not the ſame 
governing Providence. now as ever? Or is the 
Lord's Hand ſhortned, that he cannot ſave ? 
If Gop be the ſame as ever, his Providence 
continues to be the fame over us: But God is 
the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and for ever; 
therefore his Providence is the fame as ever. 


SECT, III, Obſervation upon the foregoing 
Sections. 

From hence we may learn, that whatſoever 
Goo appoints will certainly come to paſs, nor 
can Man reverſe it. 

Innumerable are the Inſtances in Holy 
Writ, and other Books of Authority, to 7g 
the Truth of this. See the Narration of * 
ph, the Preſervation of Moſes in his hel oſs 

Infancys 
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Infancy, ' the Eſcape of St. Paul in Ship- 
wreck, &c. Sc. &c. Again, | 

How often did Balaam endeavour to curſe 
T/arl, when he went with the Rewards of 
Divination in his Hand; but to no Purpoſe! 
How, ſays he, ſhall I curſe when the Lord 
has not curſed, and how ſhall I defy when the 
Lord has not defied? Behold I have reccived 
Commandment to bleſs and he hath bleſſed, 
and I cannot reverſe it. 

And Balak ſaid unto Balaam, I called thee 
to curſe mine Enemies, and behold thou haſt 
altogether bleſſed them theſe three Times. 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Spake I not 
alſo unto thy Meſſengers whom thou ſenteſt, 


ſlaying, 


If Balak would give me his Houſe full of 
Silver and Gold, I cannot go beyond the Com- 
mandment of the Lord, to do Good or Bad 
of my own Mind. | 

Thus Balaam, inſtead of curſing, bleſſed 
Hrael, and ſets forth the Happineſs of thoſe 
whom the Lord loves, and wiſhes to die the 
Death of the Righteous. 

Another more remarkable Paſſage is that in 
1. Kings, Chap. xxi. concerning Abab's taking 
the Vineyard from Naboth the Jezreelite, as 
follows, | 
And the Word of the Lord came to Ea 
the T:/hbite, faying, 

Ariſe, go down to meet Ahab, King of 
Iſrael, which is in Samaria; behold, he is in 
the Vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone 
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to poſſeſs it. And thou ſhalt ſpeak unto him, 
ſaying, Thus faith the Lord, Haſt thou killed 
and alſo taken Poſſeſſion ? And thou ſhalt ſpeak 
unto him, ſaying, Thus faith the Lord, In 
the Place where Dogs licked the Blood of 
Naboth, ſhall Dogs lick thy Blood, even 
thine. 


And of Fezebel alſo ſpake the Lord, ſay- 
ing, The Dogs ſhall eat Fezebel, by the Wall 


of Jezreel. 

Here not only the Death, but the very Man- 
ner and Place were foretold by Elijab. Now 
one would think, that as Abab had ſuch No- 
tice beforehand of his Death, he might have 
avoided it; but alas it cannot be: For when 
Gop ever did, or does deſign to bring any 


Thing to paſs, it always is done in the very 


Place, Time, and Manner that Gop had be- 
fore expreſſed or foretold to any one by the 
Mouth of his Servants, 

I have often heard thoſe that deny Gov's 
Divine Appointments argue in this Manner 
concerning this and the like Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture: Tho' Abab's Death (ſay they) was fore- 
told, yet it was conditionally ; that is, in caſe 
he went into the Battle, which Gop knew 
would happen ; but after he had Notice given 
him of the very Place, he ſhould have taken 
Care not to have gone thither, which he had 
Power to avoid : But he not regarding the 
Word of the Lord, goes to the very Place, 
and fell there ; ſo that he brought Death upon 
himſelf, not by Gop's Appointment, but his 

| | own 


5 
* 
A” 
2 
4 
J 
7 
4 
"2 
1 
— 4 
U 
, 
1 
= 
* 
4 71 
7 
* 
a „ 
4 af 
* * 
ö * 
ö 4; 
5 ky 
FI 
32> 1h k 
fl 
* 
| * 


_ a» og In 1 * 
_——= 
N ä 
. . * I 2 _— as * 2 
5 . Ho RI Dre ET r 
yy S e eee oh FOR VIS, os 3 2 5 — 


4 * = 2 Y 
2 D l r r F 3 R 
4 C ; No 7 1 SR; WM > ks ad S 0 on ME ting - 8 e K - 
. "= a A n ets, 2 TY OS hong Re nan pe. = iu, oY — . 7 = ike 2 q * * 
bi * 8 PEE „ / ACTS r — r ; a , a — 

WE : * : n 5 e x hs 2 8 . 

= > mf . 4 F 

3 3 * TR; , 6 a : 


The Providence of Gon aſſerted. 37 
own Folly; for he might have prevented 
it, 

To this I anſwer, that tho he undoubtedly 
brought Death upon himſelf by his own Folly, 
yet we muſt keep cloſe to the Point, that is, 
Whether it was not appointed of Gop, not 
only the Death itſelf, but every Circumſtance” 
of the whole Affair? 

Let us look deliberately into the Word of 
Gov, and weigh well the Paſſage conſiderately 
and impartially, and without Doubt we ſhall find 
that Goo appointed the very Thing to fall 
upon him ; and therefore another Quzre is, 
Whether Ahab, if he had a Mind to have 2&- 
ed ever ſo contrarily, could have prevented it, 
Chap. xxi. Ver. 25. You read that Abab was 
one who ſold himſelf to work Wickedneſs in 


the Sight of the Lord, whom Tezebel his Wife 


ſtirred up. Therefore Elijab told him, That 
him that dieth in the City fbalt the Dogs eat, 
And him that dieth in the Field ſhall the Fowls 
of the Air eat, And—That God would cut off 
from Ahab, him that piſſeth againſt the Wall, 
that is, his Poſterity. Now obſerve the Ac. 
compliſhment of this. 

Chap. xxii. Abab ſaid to King Jeboſba- 
phat, Wilt thou go with me to Battle to 
Ramoth-Gilead ? And Tehoſhaphat ſaid, I am 
as thou art.— And Fehoſhaphat ſaid unto the 
King of Hrael, Enquire, I pray thee, at the 
Word of the Lord to Day, 

Then the King of Jrael gathered the Pro- 
phets together about Four Hundred Men, and 

EM {aid 
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ſaid unto, them, Shall I go againſt, Ramoth- 
Gilead to Battle, or ſhall I forbear? And they 
ſaid, Go up; for the Lord thall deliver! it into 
the Hand of the King. 
Ard Jehoſbaphat ſaid, Is there not here a 
Prophet of the Lord befides, that we might, 
enquire of him ? | 
And the King of Ifael ſaid unto \ Feboſha- 
phat, There is yet one Man: (Micaiab, the Son 
of Imlah) by whom. we may enquire of the. 
Lord; but I hate him, for he doth: not pro- 
pheſy Good concerning ine, but Evil. And 
Teboſhaphat ſaid, Let not the King ſay ſo. 
Then they ſent aud called Micaiab, And 
the King of 1a] ſaid unto him, Micaiah, 
Shall we go againſt Ramoth-Gilead to Battle, | 
or ſhall we forbear ? And he anſwered him as 
the other Prophets had done, ſaying, Go, and 
proſper; for the Lord ſhall deliver it into the 
Hand of the King: And the King ſaid unto. 
him, How many Times ſhall I adjure- thee. 
that thou tcll me Nothing but that which is 
true in the Name of the Lord? - 
And he faid, I faw all Yael ſcattered upon 
the Hills as Sheep that have not a Shepherd, 
and the Lord ſaid, Theſe have no Maſter, 
let them return every Man to his Houſe in 
Peace. | 
And the King of 1/rael aid unto Yehoſha- 
phat, Did I not cel thee that he would pro- 
pheſy no Good concerning me, but Evil ? 
And he ſaid, Hear thou therefore the Word 
of the Lord, I law che Lord ſitting on his 
Throne, 
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Throne, and all the Hoſt of Heaven ſtand- 


ing by him on his Right-Hand and on his 


Left. | 

And the Lord faid, Who ſhall perſuade 
Ahab that he may go up and fall at Rameorh- 
Gilead? And one ſaid on this Manner, and 
another on that Manner. 


And there came forth a Spirit and ſtood 


before the Lord, and faid I will perſuade ' 


him. 

And the Lord ſaid unto him, Wherewith ? 
And he ſaid, I will go forth, and I will be a 
lying Spirit in the Mouth of all the Pro- 

hets. 

And the Lord ſaid, Thou ſhalt perſuade 
him, and prevail “ alſo: Go forth and do ſo. 
Now therefore, behold the Lord hath put a 
lying Spirit in the Mouth of all theſe Pro- 
phets, and the Lord hath ſpoken Evil con- 
cerning thee. 

Now the King of Syria had commanded 
his Thirty and Two Captains to fight nei- 
their with ſmall nor great, ſave only with the 
King of MV ael. 

When therefore they ſaw King Jolo/baphat, 
they ſaid ſurely it is the King of 1/rael, and 
they turned aſide to fight againſt Teboſhaphar, 
and Tehoſhaphat cried out. 

And it came to paſs, when the Captains of 
the Chariots perceived that it was not the 
King of J1jrae/, they turned back from purſu- 
ing him, Now 


— 
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Now the King of Jrael was diſguiſed, but 
Tehoſhaphat had put on his Robes; but his go- 
ing to the Battle thus ſecretly, did not pre- 
ſerve him from that Judgment which Gon 
had ſaid he would bring upon him. For, 

A certain Man drew a Bow at a Venture,* 
and ſmote the King of 1/-ae} between the 
Joints of the Harneſs ; wherefore he ſaid un- 
to the Driver of his Chariot, Turn thine 
Hand and carry me out of the Hoſt, for I am 
wounded. 

And the Battle increaſed that Day : And 
the King was ſtayed up in his Chariot againſt 
the Syrzans, and died at Even: and the Blood 
ran out of the Wound, into the Midſt of the 
Chariot. 

So the King died, and was brought to Sa- 
maria and they buried the King in Sa- 
maria. 

And one waſhed the Chariot in the Pool of 
Samaria, and the Dogs licked up his Blood, 
and they waſhed his Armour according to the 
Word of the Lord which he fpake. Thus 
alſo Joram his Son died in the ſame Manner, 
and in the ſame Place, being ſmote by Jeb 
according to the Word of the Lord. 

And as to the Death of Jezebel his Wife, it 
15 confirmed by another Prophet, who was ſent 


to 


This is ſpoken of the Man who knew not the King 
as he was diſguiſed ; therefore he was ignorant of his 
wounding the King ; but God certainly knew on whom 
the Arrow would light, viz, on Ahab. 
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to anoint Jebu King, that they might know 
aſſuredly that what was ſpoken before by 
Elijab concerning her ſhould certainly come 
to pals. 

- Kings, Chap. ix. Ver. 6. Thus faith the 
Lord God of Tj-ae/, I have anointed thee King 
over the People of the Lord, even 1/ael. 
Ver. 7. And thou ſhalt ſmite the Houſe of 
Ahab thy Maſter, | 

Ver. 8. And the whole Houſe of Ahab ſhall 
periſh. 

Ver. 10. And the Dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in 

e Portion of Jeareel, and there ſhall be none 

bury her. 

This her Death is accompliſhed in the zoth 
and 311t Verſes. 

And when Tehu was come to Jezreel, Je- 
zebel heard of it; and ſhe painted her Face, 
and tired her Head, and looked out at a Win- 
dow, 

And as Jehu entred in at the Gate, ſhe ſaid, 
Had Zimri Peace who ſlew his Maſter ? 
And he lift up his Face to the Window, 

and ſaid, Who is on my Side, who? And 
there looked out to him two or three Eu- 
nuchs. 

And he ſaid, Throw her down: So they 
threw her down, and ſome of her Blood was 
ſprinkled on the Wall, and on the Horſes, and 
he trode her under Foot : 

And when he was come in, he did cat and 
driak, and faid : Go ſee now this curſed 

Woman, 
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Woman, and bury her, for the is a King's 


| Daughter. 

And they went to bary her, but they found 
no more of her than the Scull and the Feet 
and the Palms of the Hands; wherefore they 
came again and told him. 

And he ſaid, This is the Word of the Lord, 
which he ſpake by his Servant Elijab the 7 72 
bite, ſaying, In the Portion of Jearee! ſhall 
Dogs eat the Fleſh of Fezebe!. Bs 

I have been more particular here than 
J intended, that the Reader may be fatis- 
fed that Gov over - rules all Things, and that 
Nothing can prevent the Deſigns of Provi- 
dence; tho' indeed theſe, — many other 


Places in Holy Writ, are ſo plain that they 


need no other Interpreta tion than the very 
Words themſelves, if Men would but rightly 


conſider: But 33 love to rob God of his 


Honour. 

But Gop forbid any Man, who bebe 
himſelf a Chriſtian of any ect, ſhould deny 
Gop's Providence over all his created Works. 
That Man is doubly blinded ; blinded both 
with Sin and Ignorance too, that cannot, that 
will not, know theſe Things when they are 
ſo cafily diſcern'd. For God's Providence is 
ſo apparently diſplay'd, both in the animal 
and vegetable World, that we can neither cat 


nor drink, go out nor come in, without ſee- 


ing Inſtances of it daily before our Eyes. 
It is true, we cannot tell the Manner of 
Gov's dealing with us 1 his Providence, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe we are ignorant of future Events ; nor 
is it fit we ſhould know them. But becauſe 
we know not the Secrets of Providence, is this 
a ſufficient Reaſon why we ſhould deny it? 
We may then as well deny the Holy Trinity, 
becauſe we are not able to comprehend the 
ſtupendious Myſtery. Beſides, Who ſhall = 
ſcribe Laws to the Almighty, or ſay unto Gop 
what doſt thou? Is it fit for a Creature to call 
his Creator to an Account? No ſurely, it is 
enough for us to ſtand ſtill and admire! And to 
fay with St Paul, O the Depth of the Riches, 
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| both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of Gop : 3 
; How unſearchable are his Judgments, and 1 
: his Ways paſt finding out! ; 
1 For who hath known the Mind of the { 
} Lord, or who hath been his Counſellor! And » 


again with St John, Great and marvellous are 1 
thy Works, Lord God Almighty; juſt and J 
true are thy Ways, thou King of Saints. 
Thou art worthy O Lord to receive Glory, 
and Honour, and Power: For thou haſt 
created all Things; and for thy Pleaſure they 
are, and were created: See Prov. Chap. xix. 
Ver. 20. But more of this under the next 
3x e What Nine is. 


Providence is the eternal, moſt free, un- 
changeable, moſt ut, moſt wiſe, and goed 
Counſel of Gop ; whereby he works all 5 
Things whatſoever are found in his Creatures, 
and permits alſo evil Things to be done. 
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Of theſe in their Order. 


1. Eternal, Becauſe all Things, from all 
Eternity, were known of Gop; neither does 
Encreaſe of Knowledge follow in Cop. Jaiab, 
Chap. xl. . . 

2. Moſt free. This is, becauſe no Being is 
able, or can conſtrain Gop ; but his Will is his 
own everlaſting Law: Nor can a ſelf- exiſtent 
Being act any otherwiſe than freely. Pjalm 
cxxxv. Whatſoeyer the Lord pleaſed did he 
in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas and in all 
deep Places. IJſaiab, Chap. xl. Ver. 17. All 


Nations before him are as Nothing, and the 


are counted to him leſs than Nothing, an 
Vanity. + 
3. Unchangeable, Becauſe neither Error, 
Change, nor Mutation, are in Gov; but what- 
ſoever Gop foreſaw, will certainly by his over- 
ruling Providence come to paſs ; otherwiſe his 
Knowledge would be imperfect, and ſo Error 
would happen to Gop. 1. Sam. Chap. xv. The 
Strength of Jſrael will not lye nor repent; for 
he is not a Man that he ſhould repent, And 
gun, Malachi, Chap. wi. I am the Lord, I 
change not. ob, Chap. xxiii, Ver. 13. He is 
of one Mind, and who can turn him? And 
what his Soul deſires, even that he doth.. . 
For he performed the Thing that is ap- 
pointed for me ; and many ſuch Things are 
with him. P/alm. xxxui. Ver. 13, 14, and 15, 
Prov, Chap. xix. Ver. 21. | | 
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The | Providence of Gop aſſerted. 45 
4. Moft wiſe. This is added, to ſhew the 
ſurpriſing and wonderful Courſe and Order 
of Things and Events which come to paſs, 
Job, Chap. xii, Ver. 13. With him is Wiſdom 
and Strength; he hath Counſel and Under. 
ſtanding. 
1. Sam. Chap. xvi. Ver. 17. The Lord ſees 
not as Man ſees. 

1. Kings, Chap. viii. Ver. 39. Thou, even 
thou, knoweſt the Hearts G all tho Children 
of Men. 1. Chron, Chap. xxviii. Ver. g. 
The Lord ſearches the Hearts, and under- 
ſtands the Imagination of the Thoughts. See 
Pſalm cxxxix, to the End. | 

5. Moſt juſt. Becauſe the Will of Gop is 
the chief Fountain, and only Rule of Juſtice, 
as is manifeſtly declared in his holy Word. 
Whatſoever therefore Gop wills or works, it 
is purely good; and is always holy, juſt, and 
righteous, whatſoever Man may think, or 
whether we think it ſo or not; or whether 
we know or not know the Manner of bis 
working, yet we may be aſſured that it is t, 
and the End thereof good. ; 

Dan. Chap. ix. Ver. 5, O Lord, Righteouſ- 
neſs belongeth unto thee. And Ver. 14. The 
Lord our Gop is righteous in all that he does. 
Deut. Chap. xxxiv. Ver. 4. He is a Gov of 
Truth, and without Iniquity 5ſt and right is 
he. And again, There is no Iniquity with 


the Lord our Gop. And Job, Chap. xxxiv. 


Ver. 10. Far be it from God that he ſhould do 
Wickednels, 
G 2 Milton, 


| 46 Me Providence of Gop aſſerted. 
| Milton, in the following Lines, ſets forth 
the Juſtice of Gop in a grand Manner. 


The Father firſt they ſung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
* Eternal King! The Author of all Being, 
e Fountain of Light.—Juſt are thy Ways, 
* Righteous are thy Decrees on all thy Works, 
“ Who can extenuate thee ? —— PO 
<« Great are thy Works Fehovah / Infinite 
« Thy Power! What Thought can meaſure 
—_— 
Or Tongue relate thee ? 


And in another Book he adds theſe four 
fine Lines; h 
« Fenceforth I learn, that to obey is beſt : 
And love with Fear the only Gop ; to walk 
* As in his Preſence; ever to obſerve 


| His Providence; and on him ſole depend. 


6. Counſel, The Providence of Gow is often 
taken for the Counſel of Gov. Pſalm xxxiii. 
The Counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand: for ever. 
Jſaiab, Chap. xlvi. Ver. , 10. J am God, and 
there is none beſide me; declaring the End 
from the Beginning, and from the ancient 
Times the Things that are not yet done, ſay- 
ing, My Counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do ali 
my Pleafure. Moreover, 1 


By 
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By the Word Counſel we are to, under- 
ſtand not only the bare Knowledge of 
Things preſent, but of paſt, preſent, — to 
come. For the Word Counſel eomprehends 
all; that is, a Preſcience, Underſtanding, and 
Knowledge, of all and every Thing exiſting, 


or that ſhall exiſt; or of all Things done, or 


to be done; as alſo the Cauſe why theyare, or 
why they are not to be done; and likewiſe the 
effeQually and infallibly bringing about the 
End, or cauſing the Means to be uſed to bring 
the End and Deſign to paſs. Tjaiah, Cap. xiv. 
Ver. 26. Chap, xix. Ver, 17. Jer. xxxii. Ver. 19. 
Chap: I. Ver. 45. Acts, Chap. ii. Der. 23. 

M hereby God works, Ge. Gov not only 


created Things, and beſtowed on them the 


Power of Motion and Action; but alſo. does 


preſerve, and move, by his Power and Pre- 


ſence, all good Thoughts and Warks in the 
Creature. 

For without his Power or Energy, we have 
not 4 Power to act in every Reſpect as we 
pleaſe. For we are not ſufficient, ſays St. Paul, 
to think well, as of ourſelves (much leſs to do 
well); but our Sufficiency is of God. Acts, 
Chap. xvii. Ver. 28. In him we live, and move, 
and haye our Being, 

To will in God, is only to be able, which he 
always is, to do as he pleaſes in every Reſpect ; 
Gov's Will is not as Mans is; for in Goo the 
Will is not disjoined from his Efficacy or 
Power of Working, as it is in the Creature. 


There 
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There are two Methods by which Gon 


works with us; that is _ mediately of 
zmmediately. 


I. Mediate Warking ; ; that is, working by 


Means; and is, when Gov by his Creatures, 
or by any ſecondary Cauſe, produces any Effect 
to which his Creatures, by the good Order of 
Nature, are accuſtomed and made fit to act 
as Means under him :- As when he ſends Food, 


he commands us nevertheleſs to eat for our 


Suſtenance, or elſe we cannot expect Life: 
Likewiſe when he heals any Diſeaſe by the 
outward Application, as when he healed He- 
zekiah by a Lump of Figs applied by 1/azab. 
So, in like Manner, Gop by his Word, heard, 
read, and underſtood, ſhews unto us his re- 


vealed Will, and our Duty of obeying his Will. 


Luke, Chap. xvi. Ver. 16. They have Moſes 
and the Prophets, let them hear them. 

II. Immediate Working is working without 
Means, and is contrary to the common Courſe 


of Nature, or Order of Things; as in all Mi- 


racles, which are done either by Gov himſelf, 
or by others to whom he gives a ſupernatural 
Power to do the fame. And theſe are done 
and declared to us to this End, that we may 
underſtand and learn, that Goo does all Things 
moſt freely and without Reſtraint ; for No- 
thing leſs than the Almighty Power of Gov, 
or a Power given to Men of Gov, is capable 
of working ſuch Miracles which Jetus Chriſt 
our Lord, and his Servants of old, together 
with the Apoiles alſo, have wrought, Exod. 
Cha. 
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Chap. vii. And the Egyptians ſaid, This is the 
Finger of Gov.. P/alm cxxxvi. Who only 
doth great Wonders. Fſalm cvii. Ver. 33. 
He turneth the Wilderneſs into a ſtanding 
Water, and dry Ground into Water Springs. 

8. Goo often works by wicked Inſiruments to 


fulſil ſome good Defign. 


This may to ſome ſeem a little ſtrange, that 
Gov ſhould make Uſe of wicked Men to 
work Good by them ; but it is certain that he 
often does ſo. For we muſt conſider, that the 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of Gop depend neither 


upon the Goodneſs nor Wickedneſs of the In- 


ſtrument he works by; for ſometimes he 
works. Good by a good inſtrument, and ſome- 
times brings Good out of the Works of anevil 
Inſtrument. All theſe Things Gov does as beſt 
ſutes his Wiſdom, Purpoſe and Deſign, to bring 
thoſe Things to paſs that he has appointed 
to be done for ſome wiſe and good Ends. 

Thus you read, That when Solomon forſook 
the Lord Gop of his Fathers, and committed 
Idolatry, that the Lord ſtirred up or moved 
the Spirit of others againſt him. 1. Kings, 
Chap. 11. Ver. 4. It came to paſs when Solo- 
mon was old his Wives turned away his Heart 
to ſerve other Gods. Ver. 6. And Solomon did 
Evil in the Sight of the Lord. Wherefore 
the Lord faid unto him, Foraſmuch as this is 
done of thee, I will ſurely rend the Kingdom 
from thee. Howbeit I will not rend away all 
thy Kingdom, but will give one Tribe to thy 
Son for David thy Father's Sake, And Ver. 
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50 The' Providente of Gov aſſerted. 
14. The Lord ſtirr'd vp an Adverſary unto So- 
mon, Hladad the Edomite. And Ver. a3. 
Gov ſtirred up another Adverſary to alias 
all the:Days of Solomon. 

Ferdbnam alſo you read was raiſed: up 4 be 


an E to Solomon, and to rend ten Tribes 
from him. But ſtill theſe Adverſaries could 


go no further than God permitted; fon the 


Tribe of Judab, out of which our Lord Jeſus 
Ohriſt was to come, God kept ſecure: in the 
everlaſting Arms of his Providence, 1. Chron. 
Cbap. v. Ver. 26. 2. Cbron. Chop. xxii. Fr. . 
Jalu was alſo anointed to cut off the Houſe pe 
Aab, as was ſaid before. 

As to the: Actions done by wicked lofteu- 
ments, we are to conſider in what Reſpect 
they may be called! good; they are good 
then, — in Relation to the Actions / done by 
them, though the End is Good; but they 


are good only as they are the fulfilling the Will 


of Go; and though theſe wicked Inſtru- 
ments mean ill in their Actions, yet Goo 
has expteſs'd a Liking to, or at leaſt no Anger 
againſt them, when they do thoſe Actions as 
he has appointed, or in order to bring about 
and execute his Will. For Proof of this 
ſee 2. Kings, Chap. x. Ver. 30. And the 
Lord faid unto Fehu, Becauſe thou haſt done 
well in executing that which is right in mine 
Eyes, and haſt done to the Houſe of Abab 
according to all that was in my Heart, thy 
Children of the fourth Generation ſhall fit on 
the Throne of 7/ael, What, for conſpiri ng 


again 


ob 
I; 
os 
* 
\ 
Us 
FJ 
* 5 
2 
+ 
f 
* 1 
= 
9 7 
x 
* 
* 
» 
EY 
: * 
45 
I 
g x 
3 
% 
* 
* 
_ 
Wo 
4 
8 
E 
* 
3 
7 
1 
* * 
1 
ke 
* 
&+ 4 
2 
* [1 
1% 
* 
vx 
L 
Us 
* 
1 
q 
"» 
4 
2 
* 
Is 
* 
o 


The Providence of Gon aſſerted. &#i 
apainſt his Maſter? Yes, ſeeing it was done 
by the Command of Gop ; and Gov approved 
of Jehu's Proceedings, and promiſed him as 
above. 

Now in what Reſpe& Jehu's Actions may 
be ſaid to be good, we are to underſtand, that 
when Jebu deſtroyed all the Prophets of Baal, 
it was not only fulfilling the Commandment 
of the Lord, but it was alſo in Part deſtroying 
and weakening the Kingdom of Satan; and 
therefore, no Doubt but the Actions were 
good, or, at leaſt, Good came out of them; 
but in Reſpect to Fehu himſelf they cannot 
be called good, if it were only for this Reaſon, 
that he did it more in an ambitious Revenge 
upon the Houſe of his Maſter Ahab, than for 
the Love he had in his Heart towards the true 
Gov and his Worſhip, This is plain; be- 
cauſe he himſelf at the ſame Time was a Wore 
ſhipper of Baal, and took no Heed to walk 
in the Law of Gop, but in the Ways of Je- 
roboam the Son of Nebat, who made T/rael to 
fin, as you may read in 2. Kings, Chap. x. 
Fer 21. 

How, ſay ſome, can this ſtand good with 
the Juſtice of Gop, to raiſe up, or permit one 
evil Inſtrument to affect another, or an evil 
Inſtrument to abuſe a good one in order to 
fulfil his Will only? In Anſwer to this, we 
muſt conſider that the Juſtice of Gop(as was ſaid 
above) depends not at all on the Action of the 
Inſtrument he works by; for Inſtance, It was 
a wicked Thing in To/eph's Brethren to fell 
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52 The Providence of Gov aſſerted. 

him, and to lye unto their Father; and it is 
evident from their own Words, that they de- 
ſigned it for Evil; but it was not only juſt and 
good, but very kind in Almighty Gov, to order 
it ſo, and to permit them to ſell him; for by 


this Means the good old Patriarch, and even 


their own wicked ſelves, were preſerved from 
a grievous Famine. 

9. Gop alſo permits evil Things to be done for 
Wiſe and good Ends unknown to us. 

Evil is of two Sorts, the One of Crime and 


Offence done againſt the Commandment of 


Gov, and the Other of Pain and Puniſhment. 
The Evil of Crime and Offence, as it is in 
itſelf immediately contrary to the Law of Gov, 
there needs Nothing further to be ſaid about it. 
The Evil of Pain or Puniſhment is ſometimes 
an Evil, and ſometimes not ; when Evil con- 
fiſts only in the Affliction and Deſtruction of 
the Creature, it isan Evil; but as it is the juſt 
Reward of Sin, and the Execution of Gov's 
Juſtice for Sin, it is ſo far from being an Evil, 
that it is good: and for theſe Reaſons, 1. Be- 
cauſe it is the Part of a wiſe and juſt Judge to 
puniſh Sin, 2. Becauſe it is agreeable to the 
Tenor of the Holy Scripture; which ſo often 


mentions the Puniſhments of the Wicked, and 


the Chaſtiſements of the Godly, being ap- 
pointed of Gop for ſome wiſe and. good End. 
2. Chron. Chap. xxii. Ver. 7. Where it. fays, 


That Nothing comes or can come to paſs to 


any Man, but by the Providence of Gov, and 
as he hath appointed; and therefore cauſes _ 
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De Providence of Gop aſſerted. 53 
the Means to ſerve to the fulfilling his Will. 
Amos, Chap. ili. Ver. 6. Shall there be Evil in 


the City, and the Lord has not done it? That 


is, permitted it to be done. And T1/azah, Chap. 
xlv. Ver. 7. I am the Lord and there is none 
elſe; I form the Light and created Darkneſs; 
I make Peace and created Evil; I the Lord 
do all theſe Things. See Annot. upon Lamen- 
tations, Chap. wi. Ver. 37. As great an Au- 
thor as moſt in the preſent Age, in ſpeaking 
upon the above Text in Amos, Chap. ili. ſays, 
* That ſome People think it is Chance or 
<« Fortune that toſſes and tumbles Things up 
* and down in the World, but, ſays he, they 
* are greatly miſtaken ; for God ſys not idle 
jn Heaven, but ſits at the Stern, and ſteers 
<* the Affairs of the whole World, Sc. &c. 

But, it is ſaid, Gov made not Death, Thy 
Deſtruction is of thyſelf, O Vrael; true, as 
concerning the Sin and Actions done, it is not 
of Gov, but of the Creature ſinning. But 
in Regard of inflicting the Puniſhment as a 
juſt Reward for the Sin committed, it is of 
Gov. Romans, Chap. iii. Ver. 5, Is Gon Un- 
righteous who takes Vengeance? Goo for- 
bid! for then how ſhould Gop judge the 
World ? 

In ſhort, after all, who dare to preſume to 
ſay to God, it is not right, or to call the Juſ- 
tice of his divine Majeſty in Queſtion? Leſt 
thereby Gop ſhould be angry with them, and 
conſume them in a Moment: For our Goo 
is a conſuming Fire. Heb, Chap. xii, ver. 29. 
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Gen. Chap. xlv. ver. 8. 2. Sam. Chap. xii. ver- 
11. Pſalm v. ver. 4. cxix. ver. 12, Jaiab, 

Chap. xx. ver. 6, and Ixiii. 17. Jer. Chap. xlviit. 

ver. 10. Acts, Chap. ii. ver. 23. and Chap. 

iv, ver. 28. Matt. Chap. ii. ver. 17. and 
Chap. xxvii. Mark, Chap. xv. Luke, Chap. xxili. 

Jobn, Chapters xili, xviii, xix. 

10. Gov works all good Things. 

As there is no Subſtance or Thing, but 
what is, or was created by Gov, ſo neither 
were they created in vain ; but every created 
Being was, and 1s ordained to ſome ſpecial 
End, Purpoſe and Deſign: No Beaſt fo fierce, 
no Creature ſo venomous, nor Plant fo deadly, 
but has its proper Uſe, and is made meet and 
fit for thoſe Ends for which Gov at firſt de- 
ſigned them. 1. Tim. Chap. iv. ver. 4. Every 
Creature of Gop is good. By the Word Good 
we are to underſtand the Subſtance or Nature 
of Things, together with their Powers, Quali- 
ties, Inclinations, Habits, Faculties, Motions, 
Actions, and Rewards of Actions. All theſe, 
as they are either created or ordained of Gov, 


and agree with his divine Will and Laws, can 


be no other than holy, wiſe, and good. 


SECT. V. Concerning the ſecret Ne of 


Providence ; ſhewing that Peoples bad Notion 
of Providence comes from their general miſ- 


taken Notions of Good and Evil. 


That any Man ſhould wholly deny (as too 
many do) the over-ruling Providence of Gop, 


ſhews ſuch an one to be either very ignorant or 


irreligious. 
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irreligious. Some People do indeed believe in 
Providence, but then it is in ſuch a Manner as 
beſt ſutes their ignorant, incoherent Fancies. 

Others believe in Providence in a better Man- 
ner, but know not how to reconcile the Diſ- 
penſations of it; and this comes from their 
grand Miſtake of Good and Evil. We are 
apt to call that a Good which appears fair to 
us, tho' the End be quite contrary, Again, 
we ſay ſuch a Thing is an Evil, which in the 
End is good: For Inſtance, moſt People are 


apt to think a rich and flouriſhing State a great 


Good, and that thoſe who have ſuch Benefit 
beſtowed upon them, and thrive quite well in 
the World (as they think) are the greateſt 
Favourites of Heaven, On the contrary, a 
State of Poverty is a fore Evil in our Eye, and 
we are ready to think that thoſe in ſuch a Con- 
dition are as it were forſaken of Providence, or 
at leaſt that Gop has not ſo great a Regard for 
theſe as he has for thoſe that enjoy what their 
Hearts can defire. Moreover, 

If we ſee any public Misfortune happen to 
our Neighbour, ſuch as a Blaſt of his Crop, 
a Fire upon his Eſtate, or a ſudden and unex- 
pected Death upon his Perſon; we are then 
very ready and apt to pronounce raſhly, that 
ſuch a one was aſſuredly the moſt wicked Man 
in the Neighbourhood, and has certainly done 
ſome great Crime ſecretly, elſe Gop would never 
have brought ſuch a Judgment upon him: But 
we are perhaps quite miſtaken in our raſh Cen- 
ſures; nor ſhould we harbour ſuch an ill Opi- 
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mon of others, till Time has made a true 
Diſcovery ; for if we truly conſider Gov's 
Dealings with Mankind, we ſhall find that he 
deals with the Good and the Bad in this Life 
promiſcuouſly; and the Diſpenſations of his 
Providence are the ſame to the Juſt as the Un- 
juſt; that the ſame Misfortunes fall upon the 
Righteous as upon the Wicked: We cannot 
therefore diſtinguiſh who are righteous and 


who are wicked, by theſe outward Signs of 


Goad and Evil, 


How many are there of the Children of 
God, that are deſtitute of the very common 
Neceſſaries of Life, that are impriſoned, griev- 
ed, and tormented? While others, that are no- 
toriouſly and openly wicked, bid Defiance to 
Gop bimſelf. laugh at his Holy Word, Wor- 
ſhip, Servants, and Ordinances, and yet thrive, 
flouriſh, and live at Eaſe to the very End of 
their Days. 

How many honeſt, induſtrious, indefatigable 


Men are there that are well Len to take the 


greateſt Care, that go from one Occupation to 
another, or from one Employment to another, 
yet cannot fairly live; that is, can but juſt 
get Bread for the Day. While others that 
drink, and are continually drunken, take no 
Care and vet live in Plenty, Theſe we call 
great Evils, and indeed they are great Trials to 


Fleſh and Blood. 


But after all, could we know the Reality of 
the Matter, we ſhould ſoon ſee that Gop has 
a wiſe and 200d End in keeping ſome in _ 
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a low Station, I ſay, did we but rightly know, 
the . Diſpenſations of Gop's Providence, we 
ſhould ſoon learn that THAT Condition is beſt 
in the End which Almighty Gov has appointed 
for us, and in which he has placed us: For 
were ſome Perſons in a high Station who are 
now in Poverty, no Doubt but they would 
(after they were ſo advanced) run into all Man- 
ner of Sin and Wickedneſs, as well as thoſe 
that they now condemn for it. We are not 
ſenſible of the Treacherouſneſs and Deceitful- 
neſs of our own Hearts, We can fay indeed, 
If I had ſuch and ſuch an Eſtate, what Acts 
of Charity would I do; and what Good would 
I do for the Service of Gop and Religion, 
with the Fortune that ſuch a one ſuperfluouſly 
ſquanders away. But alas! We know not if 
the Caſe was altered how we ſhould act, nor 
what we ſhould do; Experience daily ſhews 
us the Truth of this. | 

And if you read 2. Kings, Chap. viii. Ver. 
7. to Ver. 14. you will there ſee the Confir- 
mation of what has been ſaid upon our own 
Ignorance, in pretending to know what we 
ſhould do, were we in different Power and 
Capacity. 

From what has been ſaid above, we may 
learn, that Riches in this World are not always 
the Marks of the Bleſſings of Gop's Provi- 
dence”; being often fent for a Curſe, rather 
than a Bleſſing! And Poverty is oftentimes 
a bleſſed and happy State, could we think it 
ſo, Let us but look into the Narration of 
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Fob,and we ſhall finda parallel Inſtance to what 
is here aſſerted : When he was under his Af 
fliction, his three Friends accuſed him, and 
thought that Gop's Hand was heavy upon him. 
for ſome extraordinary Evil which he had com- 
mitted, - Job, Chap. viii. Ver. 5. Then an- 
ſwered Bildad, the Shubite, and ſaid, If thou 
wert pure and upright, ſurely now he would 
awake for thee, and make the Habitation of 
thy Righteouſneſs proſperous. 

And again, Zophar, the Naamathite, Chap. 
xi. Ver. 3. Should thy Lyes make Men hold 
their Peace, and when thou mockeſt ſhall no 
Man make thee aſhamed ? 

And again, Elibu, Chap. xxxiv. Ver. 7, 8. 
What Man is like 7, who drinks up Scorn- 
ing like Water? Who goes in Company with 
the Workers of Iniquity, and walks with 
wicked Men. 

Thus they add to Job's Affliction. But 
Chap. xxxi. Job juſtifies himſelf, and declares his 
Innocency by a Train of Circumſtances; and 
Go alſo juſtifies him and reproves his three 
Friends ſeverely. Chap. xlii. Ver. 7. And the 
Lord faid to Elphaz the Temanite, My Wrath 
is kindled againſt thee and againſt thy two 
Friends; for ye have not ſpoken of me the 
Thing that is right, as my Servant Fob has. 
Therefore now take unto you ſeven Bul- 
locks and ſeven Rams, and go to my Servant 
Job, and offer up for yourſelvesa Burnt-Offer- 
ing, and my Servant Feb ſhall pray for you, 
for him will I accept: and they did as the 

Lord 


The Providence of Gop afſerted. g 
Lord commanded them: The Lord alſo ac- 
cepted Job; ſo the Lord bleſſed the latter End 
of Job, more than the Beginning, Thus we 
ſee that the Lord gives, takes away, and re- 
gives again. 

A more particular Inſtance is that from the 
Mouth of Chri/# himſelf, Luke, Chap. xiii, 
Ver. 1. There were preſent at that Seaſon, 
ſome that had told him of the Galileans, whoſe 
Blood Pilate had mingled with his Sacrifices. 

And Jeſus anſwering, faid unto them, Supa 
| poſe ye that THESE Galileans were Sinners 

above ALL the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffer- 
ed ſuch Things? 

I tell you nay: But except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

Or thoſe Eighteen, upon whom the Tower 
in Siloam fell and flew them, think ye that 
THEY were Sinners above ALL Men that 
dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell you, Nay, — 

Another very particular Paſſage in that in 
Jobn, Chap. ix. Ver. 1, 2, 3, &c. And as Feſus 

ſſed by, he ſaw a Man who was blind from 
his Birth, And his Diſciples aſked him, fay- 
ing ; Maſter, Who did fin, this Man or his 
Parents, that he was born blind? Jeſus an- 
ſwered, Neither has this Man ſinned nor his 
Parents: But that the Works of Gop ſhould 
be made manifeſt in him. 

Vou ſee that his Diſciples thought that he 
was born blind, on Account of ſome Sin 
done by his Parents, or of ſome elſe done b 
the Man born: But Jeſus plainly tells them 

M BEE, i. 
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it was for the Manifeſtation of Gop's 9 s | 
or that the Power of Jeſus Chrift, and t 
Authority of this Miſſion, might the more evi- 


dently appear to the unbelieving Fews ; for 


they knew well, that the Pro _ of old had 
foretold that Chrift ſhould heal the Sick, open 
the Eyes of the Bla. Sc. And as it was not 
the Man's Sin, nor his Parents, that occaſion- 
ed his being born blind; fo neither was it any 
particular Virtue, or for any Good done by 
the blind Man, that made Chrift work this 
Miracle upon him. This is evident alſo; for 
he was quite ignorant of our Lord, as appears 
from Ver. 24. Then ſaid the 7eus again unto 


him, Give Gov the Praiſe ; we know that 


this Man i is a Sinner, 


He anſwered and ſaid, Whether he be a Sin- 


ner or no, I know not: One Thing I know, 


that whereas: I was blind, now 1 fee. —And 
they caſt him out. 

Ver. 3 5. Teſus heard that they had caſt him 
out; and when he had found bi, he ſaid unto 


him, Doſt thou believe on the Son of Gon? 


He anſwered and ſaid, Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on him, 
And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou haſt both 


ſeen and heard him, and it is he that talks 


with thee. 
And he faid, Lord, I believe; and he wor- 


ſhipped him. 


Note, Here Chriſt wrought a greater Mi- 
racle than the other, for he opened the blind 
Eyes of his Underſtanding alſo, that he might 

ſee 
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ſee the Effect of Sin, and where to fly for 
Refuge. | 

Now if you compare what has been faid, 
with what the wiſe Man ſays in his Book of 
Eccltſiaſtes, you will not only fee an Agreement 
in the Old and New Teſtament, but will have 
& better Idea of what follows, and of Provi- 
dence itſelf. Ecclefiaftes, Chap. ix. Ver. 1 1. I re- 
turned, and ſaw under the Sun that the Race 
is not. to the Swift, nor the Battle to the 
Strong; neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor 
Riches to Men of Underſtanding ; nor yet Fa- 
vour to Men of Skill; but Time and Chance 
happens to them all. | 

Again, Chap. viii. Ver. 14, There be juſt 
Men, unto whom it happens according to the 
Work of the Wicked : Again, there be wicked 
Men, unto whom it happens according to the 
Work of the Kighteous, 


And again, more particularly, Chap. ix. 
Ver. 1, 2. For all this I conſidered in my Heart, 


even to declare all this, that the Righteous 
and the Wiſe, and their Works, are in the 
Hand of Gov! No Man knows either Love 

or Hatred by all that is before him. 
All Things come alike to all, 4 there is one 
12 Event 


S 1 —_—_— 
* W 


* Or Providence over-rules all, as you may read in 
the Contents of the Chapter itſelf, in the Margin, and in 
all the Annotations. So that the Word Chance is only 
uſed as a cuſtomary Word, but was not deſigned as a + 
Subject of Faith, 

+ That is, in this World ; not in the World to 
come, | 
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62 The Providence of Gop afferted. 8 
Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked; 
to the Good and to the Clean, and to the 
Unclean; to him that ſacrifices, and to him 
that ſacrifices not: As is the Good ſo is the 


Sinner, and he that ſwears as he that fears an 
Oath. 


SECT, VI. An Anſwer to, or Confutation of, 


certain Objections commonly brought againſt 
the Providence of Gob moving, governing, 
and directing all Things. 


To the AUTHOR. 
Stn, 4 
7 bave at preſent given me a real Satis- 
faction, in proving ſo plainly the governing 
and over-ruling Providence of Gop, in the 
eommon Courſe of what we call Nature; but I 
cannot yet reconcile this diſpofing and governing 
of all Events, to be confiſtent with God's Fuſtice 
and Man's Free- Agency : Therefore I beg that 
you would (at your Leiſure) ſend an Anſwer to 
the following Objections, which will ſtill give 
me a greater Satisfaction upon the Point in 
Hand. In this you will oblige, Sir, 


Your Friend and Servant, 
CT. 


K, | 
HE Objections which you have here de- 


1 fired an Anſwer to, belong rather to the 


ſpecial than the common Providence of On. 
an 
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and are quite foreign to the Deſign of , your 
firſt Letter: But as you require ſomething to 
be faid in anſwer to them, I have herewith 
incloſed my Opinion, in order to ſatisfy you 
in as ſhort and plain a Manner as ſuch an in- 
tricate Subject will allow of, and am, Sir, 


Wurs, S * * #® 


Oi). 1. If Gop permits, ſuffers, or appoints, 


that < be done that he has in his own Law 
forbidden, and reſtrains not Man from doing 
it, he muſt have a contradictory Will: But 
Gov has forbidden Thefts, Murders, &c. and 
yet you ſay he permits them, and ſuffers them 
to be done in the Courſe of his Providence : 
From which I infer that Gop has a contra- 
dictory Will, and therefore cannot be juſt ac- 
cording to the Tenor of the Propoſition. 
An. Here is likewiſe a Miſtake in the 
Nature of Gov's willing or permitting Sins ; 
for Gop wills them and not wills them, but 
in a diverſe Manner and Reſpect; thatis, as I 
ſaid before, Gov wills not Sin to be done as 
Sin, but for ſome real Good, which God, by 
the Permiſſion of ſuch Sin, is pleaſed to bring 
to paſs for his own Glory, and the Benefit of 
Mankind, It is not with God as with Man. 
The Nature of Gov and his Laws are quite 
contrary from the Nature and Laws of Men. 


When any Man makes a Law and breaks it 


himſelf, and puniſhes others for breaking it, 
we ſay ſuch an one is unjuſt, Gov has Power 
if he pleaſes to act or give Orders to Man to 

act 
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a& contrary to the immediate Rules of any 
moral Law or Commandment, which he be- 
fore, enjoined, and yet be nevertheleſs juſt. 
his indeed will ſeem ſtrange to you and your 
Poſſe, but upon a due Conſideration of what 
follows, it may perhaps be made to appear 
plainer than you are at preſent aware of. 

To rob and ſpoil the Goods of others, to 
borrow and not pay again, was always, and is 
now reckoned a great Sin, and it was account- 
ed the ſame even before Goo gave the Com- 
mandments. This appears evident from that 
Paſſage where Nachel took her Father's Idols 
away unknown to him, which was accounted 
you ſee as Theft, for Labar her Father followed 
Jacob and accuſed him therewith. Gen. Chap. 
xxxi, Ver. 19. But yet you read expreſsly, that 
Gop orders the 1/raelites twice, by a ſpecial 
Command, to ſpoil the Egyptians, and bade 
each Man and Woman borrow of their Neigh- 
bour Jewels of Silver and Jewels of Gold. 
And by this very Paſſage you may plainly ſee, 
that when Gov intends to accompliſh any De- 
ſign, he brings about the Means in order there- 
to. For although the Egyptians hated the 
Iſraelites, and made them ſerve with Rigour ; 
yet at this Time you read, God gave them Fa- 
vour in the Eyes of the Egyptians, ſo that they 
lent the Maelites ſuch Things as they required, 
and they ſpoiled the Egyptians, You may in- 


' deed fay, that as this was done before Gon 


gave the Commandments to Moſes, it was not 
es: | breaking 
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breaking that which they then had not. To 
this J anſwer, it was as unjuſt before as after, 
(though perhaps you will fay it was not ſo 
criminal) becauſe the very Light of Nature 
itſelf teaches Men otherwiſe; and as Gop was 
the fame righteous Gop before he gave the 
Commandments, as he was afterwards, - no 
Doubt but Theft (before the Commandments 
were given) was accounted a Sin in his Sight 
among thoſe that profeſſed to own him for 
5 their Gop; as appears from the firſt Obſerva- 
" tion of Laban on Jacob. However, this mat- 
ters not, it is enough for our preſent Pu 
to underſtand that Gov Almighty, when he 
pleaſes fo to do, can very juſtly juſtify that, ; 
which he at other Times can as juſtly diſap- 
prove of and condemn; and the Reaſon why 
ſuch Proceedings may to ſome ſeem unjuſt, is f 
becauſe we are quite ignorant of the End and } 
Deſign of Gov; could we but ſee as Gop does, j 
we Poul ſoon perceive that all Things which : 

he does, or cauſes to be done, are in the End 
— moſt holy, wiſe and good. 
/ Befides, we are to conſider the Difference : 
between obeying God, and doing Things of ; 
our own Heads without his poſitive Order, ? 
This was done by Gov's poſitive Order, and | 
for a good Defign; but had the Children of | 
Iſrael done it without ſuch an expreſs Com- 
mand, Gop would no Doubt have puniſh- 
ed them for ſo great an Act of Injuſtice 
but as they had Gov's Command for what 
they did, it was obeying him rather than any 
5 Thing 
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Thing elſe. And as Gov himſelf cannot be. 
bound by any Law of Man, there can be no, 
Tranſgreſſion in God; for where no Law i is, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion. Sin is the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the Law); but Sin is not imputed when: 
there is no Law. Rom. Chap. v. Moreover, 
The Actions of the Creature are good — ö 
they. are moved of Gov, and execute thoſe 
Commands he lays upon them (whether they 


know or — — his Deſign) particularly _ | 


they do t out of Love and to obey. Gov, Tay, 
ther than to ſeck Revenge or to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves. But, on the, contrary, theſe, fame, 
Actions become evil, when they are done 
without Goo's Order, or not with a rea} De- 
ſign to pleaſe Gov. See Page 4, 

g. 2. If Goy governs al Things by his 
Propidence, how comes it to paſs that fe is 
faid ſo often to repent? Repentance preſup- 
poſes ſomething done to be repented of as an 
Evil. Now if Gov repents of that which he 
himſelf bas appointed, it muſt follow that ei- 
ther there is a Change in Gov, or elſe. no Or- 
der in that he has appointed. 

Ans. This is quite an ignorant as well as 
wicked Objection, as will appear if you conſi- 
der the Nature of Gop. The Supreme Bein 

is the original and inexhauſtible Fountain of 


all Purity and Holineſs. He is likewiſe an 


immutable Being, that is, an unchangeable 
Gov; and his Immutability, and the reſt of 
his Attributes are the ſame for Matter of Con- 
tinuance as his Exiſtence is; for had there Need 
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been any Period of Time, or Point of Dara- 
tion, when no Being was exiſtent, it would 
have been impoſſible there ever ſhould have 
been any, for the Want of an efficient Cauſe 
to bring it forth; for no Production could ever 
have riſen out of Non-Exiſtence, or have 
ſprung out of Nothing. The very ſame there- 
fore may be ſaid of his Holineſs; for no Evil 
can come from Gov as the Author of it, be- 
cauſe there is no Evil to bring it forth. No- 
thing but Purity and Holineſs appertain to Gov; 
nor can Gov commit the leaſt Sin, any more 
than he can ceaſe to be God; therefore as 
God, by Reaſon of his Nature, will for ever 


continue to be Gov, fo will alſo his Goodneſs - 


and Holineſs continue to be the ſame, without 
the leaſt Stain, Spot, or Conception of Sin. 
As to God's changing or repenting, this is 
ſpoken after the Manner of Men, becauſe we are 
obliged to make uſe of Words only to bring 
Things as near to our Underſtanding as we are 
able. Thus Goo is ſaid to hear, feel and ſee ; but 
we are not to underſtand by theſe Words, that 
Gop has Ears, Fingers and Eyes; for there is 
no Form nor Faſhion in Gov, Matt. iii. 
Ver. 6. I am the Lord, Ichange not. Again, 
Numb. xxiii. Gop is not a Man that he ſhould 
lie, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould repent. 
You have, you ſee, his own Word for it, as a 


manifeſt Proof of the Immutability of Gop. 
Beſides, 


Gop 1s uncapable of Change or Alteration, 
for theſe two Reaſons; 1. Becauſe no Force 


K nor 
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nor Power is capable of producing a Change 
in Gov, ſeeing all other Powers are dependent up- 
on his. It is true, intelligent Creatures may, and 
often do break the Laws of Gop; but this 
does not affect Gov, nor alter the Eſſence of 
the Almighty. For, as an ingenious Au- 
thor ſays, Were the Supreme Being ſuſ- 
ce ceptive of Change, or capable of Alteration, 
*© he would then be obnoxious to Waſte and 
* Decay, and at length to Diſſolution itſelf.” 
2. Therefore when Gov is ſaid to change or re- 
pent, the Change is wrought in Man, not in 
Gop; that is, when Man, by the Grace of 
Gov, changes or repents, he ſtands in a diffe- 
rent Relation to Gov to what he did before, 
being now no longer the Object of Govp's 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure, if he perſeveres in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. Pſalm Ixxxix. 
Ver. 24. My covenant will I not break, nor 
alter the Thing that is gone out of my Lips. 
Ob;. 3. If Gop governs all Things and all 
Events, then the Mind of Man is. governed 
by Gop; and if ſo, this lays a Force upon 
our Will, ſo that the Freedom of it is de- 

ſtroyed. a 
Anſ. That Gov: goyerns the Will and Af- 
fections of Men, as well as the outward Af- 
fairs of Life, is an undeniable Truth, and po- 
ſitively aſſerted in his own Word, Prov. 
Chap. xvi. Ver. 1. The Preparations of the 
Heart in Man and the Anſwer of the Tongue 
are from the Lord. And Chap, xxi. Ver. 1. The 
King's Heart 1s in the Hand of the Lord, * 
| the 
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the Rivers of Water; he turns it whitherſo- 
ever he will, There 1s a wide Difference be- 
tween Gov's fore-knowing and appointing, and 
Neceſſity itſelf or Force. Gov undoubtedly 
knew before he created Adam that he would 
certainly fall; but his Fore-Knowledge laid 


no Force upon Adam's Will, nor cauſed him 


to break his Laws ; he fell freely and volun- 
tarily ; being led aſide by the Devil, he broke 
the Command of his Creator; and, becauſe 
Gov permitted, fore-knew or ſuffered Adam 
to fall, ſhall we impute the Sin to Gov? Goo 
forbid that ſuch blaſphemous Thoughts ſhould 


enter our Hearts, much leſs the Expreſſion into 


our Lips. You indeed granted that Gov per- 
mits Sin to be done, but you ſay he did not ap- 
point it. What you mean by this I know 
not, nor were you able to give me an Anſwer 


when I talked to you in Perſon. If you were 


to ſay, that Gop permits Sin, but does no 
Ways act it, then you would ſay ſomething 
to the Purpoſe, as being agreeable to every juſt 
Man's Opinion as well as your own; but 
why you ſhould boggle at, or reject the 
Word appoint, any more than the Word per- 
mit, I know not, except it be through Preju- 
dice itſelf, that you have pre-entertained bad 
Opinions of Things without Occaſion. 
Indeed the Words permir and appoint have 
a different Signification in Affairs done and 
tranſacted among Men. Man therefore, ſtrict- 


ly ſpeaking, cannot appoint any Thing to be 


done that he is certain of; for Gop often diſ- 
K 2 appoints 
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appoints his appointed Deſigns; and the 
Reaſon why Man cannot appoint before- 
hand, ſo as to aſſure himſelf of a Cer- 
tainty in his appointing, is, becauſe no Man 
can foreſee contingent Events. But the Caſe 
is quite different with his Creator: For who, 
or what Circumſtance, Deſign or Deſigns, can 
diſappoint what God has ordered to come to 
paſs? Therefore, in Reſpect to Gov and the 
Caſe before us, the Words are ſynonomous; 
that is, to appoint with Gop, is only to know 
(as he always did) what will certainly be done 
throughout all the Ages of Eternity, together 
with every Circumſtance, Action and Agent 
which he thinks fit to work by ; and this Know- 
ledge is built upon the Impoſſibility of being 
any otherwiſe acted or done than he has Know- 
ledge of. Again, 

The Words permitting, appointing and ſuf- 
fering are oſten taken for one and the ſame 
Thing, when applied to Gop. Gen. Chap. xx. 
Per. 6. Talio withheld thee from ſinning a- 
gainſt me; therefore /ufered I thee not to touch 
her. Chap. xxxi. Ver. 29. Judges, Chap. ili. 
Ver. 1. Theſe are the Nations which the Lord 
left to prove Jſrael by them. And Chap. ii. 
Ver. 20, 21, 22, 23. It might therefore be 
read thus, Theſe are the Nations which the 
Lord left, ſuffered, permitted, or appointed to 
prove J/rae/ by them; for each of theſe 
Words are uſed promiſcuouſly in Scripture in 
ſuch Caſes as are before us: What then ſigni- 
fies any pretending to deny that which de- 
pends 
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pends upon Reaſon itſelf, and hold captious 
Diſputes; as if the trifling Subtleties of 
Grammarians, cavilling School Diſtinctions, 
and baffling Arguments, were Reaſons ſtron 
enough for us to deny the Doctrine of the Di- 
vine Providence, and to leſſen the Preſcience 
of the Supreme Being. 

It muſt be therefore that Sin be permitted; 
for had not Man ſinned, where would have 
been the Neceſſity of a Saviour; or how 
ſhould we have known the Scheme of our 
Redemption by Jeſus Cbriſt? But by Gop's 
pointing, ſuffering or permitting Sin by our 

rſt Parents, we ſee ourſelves undone as to our 
ourſelves, and the abſolute Neceſſity of the 


offering of Feſus Chriſt on the Croſs for our 
Salvation. God (faith St. Auguſtine) permits 


Sins, to ſhew both his Juſtice in puniſhing, 
and his Mercy in pardoning them. In ſhort, 
if it can be proved (which is eaſy enough to 
be done) that Feſus Chriſt was ſet up from ever- 
laſting, and appointed to come in the Fleſh, 
it will be no hard Matter to prove that the 
Fall was appointed, Did he not of old ap- 
pear to Abrabam, Jaſbua, Gideon, and others; 
and when he himſelf appeared, they could di- 
ſtinguiſh him from the others that were with 
him (as appears from Abraham's calling him 
Lord) having ſomething more amiable and 
majeſtic in his Appearance than the other two. 
Gen. Chap. xviii. Ver. 3 and 17. Heb. Chap. 
xiii. Ver. 8. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame, Veſter- 
day, To-day, and for ever. It is true, —_ 
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did not come in the Fleſh till the Fulneſs of 
Time (that is, till Gop s appointed Time) yet 
he was ſet up from all Eternity for that De- 
fign. This all agree in except the Socini ans. 

That one Paſſage in Iſalab is a ſufficient Proof 


for this. Chap. ix. Ver. 6. Unto us a Child 


is born, unto us a Child is given, and the 
Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder, and 
his Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, 
the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. And Teſus 02750 himſelf 
tells the Jews, John, Chap. viii. Ver. 58. 
Verily, verily I ſay unto you, Before Abrabam 
was, I am. Thus it appears, that Chrift was 
pre-appointed to come in the Fleſh, for the 
Salvation of Mankind; from whence we may 
infer, the Fall of Man was appointed alſo ; it 
being for that Reaſon, and for the Manifeſta- 
tion of his Glory, that he came to ſuffer, be- 
ing himſelf free from Sin. This is what eſs 
tells Plate, John, Chap. xviii. Ver. 37. To 
this End was I born, and for this Cauſe came 
I into the World. Annot. upon Gal. Chap. 
iv. Ver. 4. and upon John, Chap. xii. Ver. 27. 
But the Want of Room confines me to ſpeak 
but little upon the other Part of the Ob- 
jection, namely, That this Doctrine entirely 
deſtroys the Freedom ot our Will. 

Some People (and you among the reſt) will 
have it, that Man has not only a Will, but 
ſuch a Power with it, that he is capable to do 
any Thing, and accompliſh any Deſign, if he 

has 
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has a Mind to it, of himſelf ; being dependent 
on Gov. only for Lite, which if Goo grants, 

you ſay, Nothing elſe is wanting but your own 
Will and Power. This is as great an Error 
as if you ſhould fay Man has no Will at all. 
In ſhort, Sir, I muſt tell you, that as you 
profeſs to have ſo great a Command over your 
own Will and Affections, it is a great Pity that 
you do not excced others (that have not of 
themſelves this Power) in all Acts of Piety and 
Devotion towards Gov, Indeed, my Friend, 

you may as well lay you have Power over your 
own Health, and in your own Salvation, as that 
you have Power in all Reſpects over your own 
Will and Affections, to do his or that as you 
pleaſe. Man has a Free-Will, but it is -de- 
pendent on Gop's. You'll ſay, How can it 
then be free? Is not every Wheel in any 
Machine free when they are in Motion, tho 
they depend upon ſome Force or Power to 
ſet them firſt in that Motion, and alſo to 
continue them in it. And as the Wheels of 
any Piece of Mechaniſm cannot give them- 
ſelves Motion, nor continue in 1t without ſome 
Power, Weight, or Force, to cauſe their Mo- 
tion; ſo neither can you act, or continue to 
will and act, without the Concurrence of Pro- 
vidence. 

x As to the Nature of Man, and how far, 
and in what Reſpect, his Will may be ſaid to 
be free, together with-his Power of acting as 

a Free-Agent, might be a Subject for a large 
Velde f But, being foreign to the Deſign 


Ot 
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of this ſmall Tract, it cannot be taken much 
Notice of. But ſince you have ſucked in ſuch 
an Error, as to think that you have Power of 
yourſelf alone to do all Things, I ſhall for 
your Satisfaction give you ſome ſmall Account 
(which I apprehend you are ignorant of) of 
the Nature and Difference of the Will of Man, 
before and ſince the Fall, in order to humble 
you and others, by ſhewing you your own 
Inſufficieney. Jt 
When Gop created Adam, it is faid he 
created him after his own Image: Not in 
Form and outward Shape, as many People ig- 
norantly imagine; but by being made accord- 
ing to Gop's Image, its meant, That Goo 
created' him in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs, pure and undefiled, free from the Spot 
and Stain of Sin: And this is meant by the 
image of Gop. For what can be nearer the 
Image of the Divine Being, than a ſpotleſs 
Creature ſo created, Adam indeed, tho' he 
was created ſo pure and free from Sin; yet 
he was but a finite Creature, made liable to 
fall, and did fall, by diſobey ing his Creator's 
Commands.* 

When Gop at firſt created Man, he had 
then a clear Mind, a comprehenfive Under- 
ſtanding, a capacious Imagination, a pene- 
trating 
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* For what Reaſons Gon ſuffered Adam to fall,“ be- 
longs not to us ſo much as to inquire into, much leſs 


to know; tho? one great End, *tis plain, was for the 
Manifeſtation of his own Glory. 
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trating Judgment, and a tenacious Memory. 
His Body was free from Defects, Infirmities, 
and Diſeaſes; and had he continued in Obe- 
dience, he would have been free from Death 
and Diffolution, But that which added to the 
Beauty and Happineſs of his State was this, 
His Inclinations were quite good, and he was 
always ready, without the leaſt Reluctancy, 
to ſerve, honour, and humbly obey his Cre- 
ator; and being yet free from Sin, his greateſt 
Delight was in thus contemplating the Divine 
Being. But alas! What an Alteration is here? 
He eats of that which Gov had commanded 
him not to touch ; he lets in Sin and Death 
upon himſelf and all his Poſterity. 


te Earth felt the Wound.” 


Thus has Sin ſeparated us from God, and 
by it we have defaced the Image of Gop in 
us. And not only his, but ſee the Difference 
it has made in our very Natures and Aﬀec- 
tions. The Mind, Imagination, Judgment, 
Underſtanding, Memory, and Will, which 
were then clear, comprehenſive, penetrating, 
tenacious, and good, are now by Sin become 
dark, dull, ſtupid, and wicked, clonded with 
Ignorances and falſe Ideas ; our Bodies filled 
with Diſeaſes and Sorrows, which accompany 
us from the Cradle to the Grave : And what 
is {till worſt of all, we are cold in all our De- 
votions to God-ward ; find a continual Back- 
wardneſs to do that which is good, but are 
naturally from our Birth prone to do _ 
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If Adam therefore was liable to fall, who had 
only the Temptations of the Devil to reſiſt, 
what would be our Caſe if Gov did not give 
us ſufficient Grace to withſtand the Tempta- 
tions of the three grand Enemies, the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil ? But bleſſed be Gov 
for a Redeemer ! Again, 

Does not daily Experience ſhew the Truth 

of what has been ſaid above, concerning the 
natural Frailty of the Will and Inclination of 
Man fince the Fall? But above all, how plain- 
ly is it ta be ſeen in Children, even in their In- 
fancy. Let them that are Parents ſpeak how 
apt their little Progeny are to learn Vice and 
Wickedneſs, and from the very Cradle imitate 
the bad Actions of others, and all this with- 
out the Pains of a Tutor. Do not their Sul- 
lenneſs and Stubbornneſs plainly ſet forth the 
Perverſeneſs of their little Wills, and diſcover that 
there is the Taint of Sin in the very Root? And 
if we trace them from the Cradle to the Age of a 
Dozen, we ſhall ſee the Truth of this daily 
confirmed by a careleſs and contradictory Be- 
haviour, and a continual Improvement (if it 
may be called fo) in idle and wicked Words 
and Actions, accompanied with Diſobedience, 
even in the beſt of Children. 

Once more: Is it not a mournful Truth, 
that altho we take the greateſt Care (which 
indeed is our incumbent Duty) to ſet before 
them the beſt Examples, give them the beſt 
Inſtructions in their Duty towards Gop, 
themſelves, and others; ; * to the End it 


may 
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may have its deſired Effect, we are not want- 
ing perhaps on our Part to give them any 
Thing to encourage them to do as they are 
bidden; and moreover tell them what glo- 
rious Rewards Gop has prepared for them that 
are good and obedient, and how ſeverely he 
will puniſh naughty and diſobedient Children 
in Hell- Fire; and indeed juſt at the Time we 
are telling them theſe Things (with the Sight 
of the Rod alſo) they ſeem to take ſome Im- 
preſſion upon their little Minds, and we let 
them go, and flatter ourſelves with the Hopes 
of their being good for the Time to come: 
But alas! no ſooner are they out of our Sight, 
but all is forgotten; the Bias of their Nature 
to Sin is ſo great, that they forget our Inſtruc- 
tion and their own Promiſes, and return to 
their diſobedient and vexatious Follies, with as 
much Velocity as a heavy Body deſcends, and 
as naturally as the Needle to the Pole, after 
being removed thence, is again left to its na- 
tural Tendency and Liberty. And in our 
Manhood, do not our Backwardneſs and Cold- 
neſs in all religious Duties beſpeak, that to do 


Good of our own ſelves we cannot; but to do 


Evil is in our very Natures. Let us not boaſt 
then of our Power and Free-Will to do Good, 
but much rather beg of Gov, © That his 
* Grace may prevent and follow us, that we 
* may have a good Will, and work with us 
* when we have that good Will.“ See Ar- 
ticle 10. of the Church of England. 
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The Apoſtle St. Paul was ſenſible of his 
own Toabllty to do Good, and the Bent of 
his Will to Evil, as appears in Rom. Chap. vii. 
ver. 15, What 1 would, I do not ; but what 
I hate, that do I. 

For I know in me (that is, in my Fleſh) 
dwells 1 good Thing ; for to will is preſent 


with me, but how to perform that which is 
Good I find not. 


For the Good that I would, I do not; but 


the Evil that I would not, that do I. And 
under the true Senſe of his own Weakneſs, he 
breaks out and bewails his Condition, and fays, 
O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from the Body of this Death! 

Thus much may ſerve to ſhew in Part the 


Nature of our Wills and Inclinations; and 


from hence it appears, that we ſtand in Need of 
Something more than our own natural Strength. 
to keep us from falling. And I hope to per- 
ſuade you into a Senſe of this, not to have 
ſuch an Opinion of the Power of your own 
Will, leſt Gov ſhould withdraw his Grace 
from you, We think it a ſad Thing when 
we are lighted and forſaken by our earthly 
Friends; But What is his, in Compariſon of 
being forſaken of Gop ? Or what! is the Love 

of th whole World in Compariſon to Gop's? 
Therefore as Gov is ſo gracious to ſet forth 
to us the Means of Prayer, and to give us 
Leave to approach and draw near to him in 
this Duty, we ſhould uſe it frequently. And 
when we pray, we ſhould beg for Nothing 
more 
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more frequently, and earneſtly, than this : 
That Goo would be pleaſed to direct us to 
pray aright (as we are incapable of ourſelves ſo 
to do) and to continue his Grace to us, and 
never to leave us wholly to ourſelves ; for if 
he does, we ſhall certainly periſh, nor will our 
Prayers be acceptable to him. But if we pray 
ſincerely, with a Senſe of our own Wicked. 
neſs, and in Humility deſire of Gop for 
Chriſt's Sake to hear us, we need not doubt of 
his Aſſiſtance. I ſhall ſay no more, but leave 
the Words of the Prophet Jeremiah to your 
ſerious Conſideration, Chap. x. ver. 23. O Lord, 
I know that the Way of Man is not in him- 
ſelf : It is not in Man that walketh to direct 
his Steps, | 

And now, Sir, having anſwered three con- 
ſiderable tho' unneceſſary Objections (all being 
ſo that are brought againſt any ſound Point or 
Article of Faith) I 3 to anſwer the 
main Objection, which you yourſelf made uſe 
of to my Face, and which is frequently uſed 
by all ſuch as deny the Order of Providence in 
diſpoſing all Events. 

O57. 4. If Gov governs, orders, appoints, or 
over-rules all Events, conſequently they muſt 
come to paſs accordingly; and as Nothing can 
hinder Gov's Deſign in bringing any Event 
to paſs, what ſignifies the Uſe of the Means, 
i. e. the Miniſtry, Laws, Exhortations, Pro- 
miſes, Threatnings, Puniſhments, Prayers, 
Study, &c? for ſince the Event will be the 


ſame, 
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fame, all our Endeavours are vain and fruit- 
leſs, and all our Deſigns fruſtrated, - 

Anſ. Y Here I muſt beg Leave to interrupt 
you, Sir: Whoever ſaid the Event would be 
the ſame with as without the Means? Not 
any one that knows the Order of Things would 
preſume to ſay ſo, ſeeing: Gop has command- 
ed us to uſe the Means; but this is what I 
told you when I talked to you, and now a- 
gain aſſert the ſame, that whenever Gop de- 
ſigus any Thing or Event to be brought to ö 
paſs, he alſo appoints the very Means to bring f 
about that Event; that is, Gop governs the : 
Means as well as the Event itſelf, This Ob- I 
jection therefore which you and your Poſſe ; 
think unanſwerable, is more abſurd than any 1 
of the former; for we ſhall prove that the 
Uſe of the Means is neceſſary and agreeable to 
the Doctrine of Divine Providence, and that 
tor theſe two Reaſons. 

1. From the Light of Nature or Reafon only. 

2. By God's pofitive Precepts, which are more 
binding to us (and therefere exceed the Light of 
Nature) and made known to us by ſuper-natu- 
ral Revelation. 

1. From the Light of Nature. | 

There are two, Ways by which the Divine 
Being has communicated himſelf to Man, 
and declared his Will and Pleaſure to him; 
and that is, either by the Diftates of Nature 
in the Exerciſe of the reaſoning Faculties, or by 
fuper-natural Revelation, or by both, But _— 
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The Providence of God, aſſerted. 81 
far this laſt exceeds the firſt, ſhall be ſhewn 
hereafter, 

Every Man that is endowed with a natural 
Capacity, knows (if he will but ſuffer him- 
ſelt to conſider) that he was ſent into the 


World for Something more than always to fol- 


low his Paſſions and wicked Inclinations; and 
though we cannot of our own Strength do 
good Works pleaſing and acceptable to Gov, 
by reaſon of the Bent of our wicked Inclina- 
tions, yet Gov, by the Monitor Conſcience, 
has given us to underſtand what is notoriouſly 
ſinful, and what is morally good. And this 
Glimpſe or Spark of Reaſon naturally leads 
Man into a Belief of Something to be done 
in moral Actions, to diſtinguiſh him from the 
beſtial Part of the Creation ; that is, had a 
Man never received any ofitive Command 
from Gov to do this or abſtain from bat, his 
very Conſcience would at Times accuſe him, 
if he continued in a Series, of ſinful Actions. 
Man is an intelligent Creature, and if he 
believes there is any Divine Being at all, he 
likewiſe believes it to be his Duty to act agree: 
ably to that Being in whom he believes, ans 
to avoid thoſe Things which he knows wi 
diſpleaſe him, or that are contrary to the Dic- 
tates of his own Reaſon, I ſay contrary to his 
own reflective Reaſon, for a Man cannot at 
all Times ſtifle his Conſcience, for that will 
at ſome certain Times oblige him to think, 


and will ſting him fo that he cannot always fin 
without a Check, 
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82 The Providence of God aſſerted, 

It is an old Maxim in the Schools, That we? 
ought to purſue thoſe Ends which we not only be- 
heve, but know to be conducive to our Health and 
Safety, Many a Man, it is true, that lives 
exceedingly temperate, is cut off in the Prime 
of his Years, Be it ſo. Is. any Man the richer 
for being robbed ? That is, who ever knew 
any one live the langer for following Yolup- 
tuouſneſs and Drunkenneſs ; as therefore Tem- 
perance is allowed by all to be a proper Means 
to preſerve Health; and Intemperance the more 
ready Way to deſtroy it, we are, I ſay, by 
the very Dictates of Reaſon, taught to chooſe 
the one, and avoid the other. And is it not 
a Shame for ſo noble a Creature as, Man, the 
Head of the Creation of Goo, to be found 
guilty of ſo unbecoming, ſuch filthy Actions, 
which the very Beaſts by the Inſtinct of Na- 
ture avoid? Is it not a good Leſſon for a 
Drunkard, to ſee the Beaſts, after having ſa- 
tisfied Nature with a Draught of Water, re- 
turn with Chearfulneſs to their appointed La- 
bour or Reſt ? And ſhall Man alone waſte his 
Time and inflame his Conſtitution by ſu- 
perfluous Draughts? Even theſe Men, when 
they ate ſober, and reflect upon what they 
have done, can but love and commend the 
temperate Actions of others. 

“e It is by an Impreſſion in Nature (ſays 
«« Seneca) that all Men have a Reverence for 
te Virtue, tho' they do not practiſe it. Aſk 
* any one who lives upon Rapine, Fraud, 
*« and Oppreſſion, if they had not rather en- 
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« joy a mean Fortune honeſtly gotten, and 
dy their Conſcience will not ſuffer them to de- 


ny it. Men are vicious therefore only for 
* the Profit of Villainy; for at the ſame 
Time they commit it they condemn it. We 
* ſhould endeavour thera ore to govern our 
* Actions as if the whole World were to view 


them. What does it ſignify to make any 


« Thing ſecret to my Neighbour, when to 
*« Gop all our Privacies are open? What does 
<* it concern us who was the elder of the two, 
Hamer or Heſod; or who was the taller, 
Helen or Hecuba? Teach me rather my 
% Duty to my Country, to my Wife, and 
Mankind in general. What is it to me 
ce whether Penelope were honeſt or not? Teach 
* me to be ſo myſelf, Geometry teaches us 


5 to meaſure Acres; but teach me to meaſure 
% my Appetites. You teach me how to hold 


* my own and keep my Eſtate ; but I would 
rather learn how to loſe it all and yet be 
content.“ 

Theſe are, the moral Duties which Seneca 
and ſeveral of the Academic Philoſophers have 
ſet forth in their Writings; but in one Thing 
they are all very defective, that is, in this; 


That though the Light of Nature and the 
Dictates of Reaſon teach us moral Duties, yet 


they have not told us by what Rule or Rules 
we are actually bound to do ſuch Duties, or 


how theſe Precepts came by Authority to bind 


us to ſuch Obedience. All that they have faid 
or can ſay, is, that Man ſhould not commit ſuch 
M Follies 
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84 The Providence of Gov aſſerted. 
Follies, but ſhould act according to the Dig- 
nity of his Nature, and as becomes a Being 


endowed with denten Faculties; that he 
ſhould abſtain from all Evil, and purge his 


Soul from all Impurities, &c. But what of 
all this? Theſe are only empty Sounds, Words 
that ſignify Nothing, but upon Examination 
they will vaniſh in Air, though they indeed 
ſeem to be fine Words and grandly expreſs'd. 
For ſuppoſe I would commit ſome Follies, or 
act contrary to what they call the Dignity of 
my Nature; what then? You will Tay 
haps, I havethen committed great Evil. 125 
ſo? What great Authority hive I contradifted ? 


What, and whoſe Laws have I tranſgreſs'd? 


Or can I become guilty without breaking any 
Law that has enjoined the contrary ? And if 
there be no Law there can be no Tranſgreſſion, 

as was fajd before, and therefore no binding 
Obedience, nor abuſive Diſobedience, and con- 
ſequently no Virtue nor any Guilt; for there 
can be no Deviation where there is no Rule to 


deviate from. The Divine Will muſt be 


therefore declared before it can become a Law ; 
tor no Man can be defired, nor is he obliged 
to perform Things impoſſible; but it would 
be fo were he %. oh to any Law or Precept 
which he never heard of, or had Means to 
know). 

Now, when a Man is convinced that the 


Divine Being, the only Supreme Potentate and 
Governor of the World, has preſcribed Laws 


to — which are the Declarations of his 
preceptive 
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E Will, that binds us to Obedience; 
e muſt conclude from hence that he ſhould 
not oppoſe the End of his Creator, but do all 
Things to his own Happineſs, and forbear all 
Things contrary to it, that may make him 
miſerable or unhappy. And to facilitate this 
Obedience, Gov has interwoven with his Con- 
ſtitution a vehement Deſire to the former, 
and a ſtrong Averſion and Reluctance to the 
other; and therefore he cannot but diſcern that 
it is the Will of the Divine Being, that he 
ſhould purſue this End, and not deſtroy him- 
ſelf by Riot or Exceſs. 

The Foundation then of moral Good and 
Evil is not the Reſult and Agreement of our 
Conceptions with ſome certain Principles or 
Aſſertions, nor is it derived from an Aſſent to 
any Set of Propoſitions, but is (in a moral 
Senſe) the preceptive Will of God revealed, 
promulgated or made known to Man by the 
Light of Nature and the Dictates of Reaſon. 
And when Man conſiders this to be the Will 
of the Supreme Governor, it is a divine Pre- 
cept that he ſhould follow the Means, that is, 
the Rules of Temperance and Sobriety ; that 
he take the greateſt Care a Creature is capable 
of to pleaſe Gop, to ſerve him both in Public 
and Private, and to depend upon his Provi- 
dence ; for Gop (faith St. Auguſtine) has fo 
tc wiſely ordered Things in the Adminiſtration 
of the Affairs of the World, as to encourage 
* and command that we uſe the Means he has 
appointed; and yet ſo as to keep us in a 
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* continual Dependance on his Providence for 
the happy Succeſs of them.” 

Thus the Light of Nature only teaches ns 
to uſe Means in order to attain the End, but 
much more are we bound to uſe them, 

2. By God's pofitive Commands in the Holy 
Scripture or Divine Revelation, 

It is not neceſſary nor reaſonable that the 
firit and principal Cauſe being put, the in- 
ſtrumental or ſecondary Cauſe be taken away. 
Gov himſelf is ſeldom known to do any Thing 
but by ſome ſecondary Hand; even in Things 
out of the common Courſe of Nature, which 
He could have wrought without Man, or 
the Means made uſe of by Man; yet it has 
pleaſed Him to act by Man, or by ſome Means 
or other to bring his Deſigns to paſs which he 
has appointed to be done; and that for three 
Reaſons; 1. That we ſhould have ſome Re- 
gard, and pay Reſpect to the Hand that Gov 
is pleaſed to work theſe Wonders by ; for any 
of his Servaiits who are Tutors, and that make 
known the Way of Salvation to us, ought to 
he had in Honour. 2. That we, by the Uſe 
of ſuch Means as he has appointed them to 
work by, might be the better ſenſible of the 
Work or Miracle by them done; for by them 
and the Means made uſe of by them, the won- 
derſul Works of Gopare brought fo much the 
nearer to our weak Underſtanding, by which 
we may conclude they are ſent of Gop to ful- 
fill his Will. For Inſtance; Gov could have 
brought forth Frogs and Lice upon the Land 
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of Egypt, without Aaron's ſtretching out his 
Hand or ſmiting the Duſt; or have divided 
the Red-Sea, without Moſes's ſtretching forth 
his Rod over it. But God was pleaſed to act 
by them, that the Egyptians might from hence 
believe that they were ſent by Gop unto 
Pharach. 3. That we ſhould not deſpiſe 
the Means that are ordered and appointed 
of Gop for us to make Uſe of, though 
they may ſeem never ſo trivial in our Eye; 
nay, perhaps reverſe to the End or Deſign in 
our Imagination. See a particular Inſtance of 
this concerning Naaman the Syrian, 2. Kings, 
Chap. v. Naaman, you read, was Captain of 
the Hoſt of the King of Syria, and was a 
mighty Man of Valour, and highly in Fa- 
vour with his Maſter, but he was a Leper. 
Now the Syrians had takena little Maid Cap- 
tive out of the Land of T/rael, and ſhe wait- 
ed on Naaman's Wife; and ſhe ſaid, Would 
Gop my Lord were with the Prophet that is 
in Samaria, for he would recover him of his 
Leproſy; and they told Naaman what ſhe 
ſaid. So Naaman came with his Chariots 
and Horſes, and ſtood at the Door of the Houſe 
of Eliſha; and Eliſha ſent a Meſſage, ſaying, 


Go and waſh in Jordan ſeven Times, and thy 


Fleſh ſhall come again unto thee, and thou 
ſhalt be clean. 


But Naaman was wrath, and went away, and 
ſaid, Behold, I thought, he will ſurely come 
out to me, and ſtand, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord his Gov, and ſtrikes his Hand 


Over 
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over the Place, and recover the Leper. Are 
not Abana and Parphar, Rivers of Damaſcus, 
better than all the Waters of Mael? May I 
not waſh in them and be clean? So he turned, 
and went away in a Rage. 

And his Servants came near, and ſpake un- 
to him, and faid, My Father, if the Pro- 
phet had bid thee do ſome great Thing, 
would'ſt not thou have done it? How much 
rather then, when he faith to thee, Waſh and 
be clean? 

Then went he down, and dip'd himſelf 
ſeven Times in Jordan, according to the Say- 

ing of the Man of Gop; and his Fleſh came 
again like unto the Fleſh of a little Child, and 
he was clean. 

Naaman, you ſee, thought theſe Means 
too trivial to effect ſuch a Cure; but this muſt 
be the Way if he intended to be healed, Go 
will have us to follow the Ways and Means 
he appoints, if we intend to have our Expec- 
tations or Deſires anſwer'd, though they may 
ſeem as Nothing in our Eye, either to hinder 
or forward his Deſign. 

Now, S#, from what has been ſaid above, 
you may ſee, that the Doctrine and Belief of 
God's F rovidence in no wiſe deſtroys the Uſe 
of the Means; and, if you but nightly con- 
ſider, you may from hence perceive your Er- 
ror. Youare apt to confound Things, and to 
call the Means and the Cauſe all one ; but 
how eaſy is it to diſcern the Difference ? For 
though Naaman was healed by doing as the 

Prophet 
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The Providence of Goo aſſerted. 89 
Prophet bade him; yet neither his waſhing 
in Jordan, nor yet Eliſba, were the Cauſe of 
his Cure, but Gop only; Eliſba being only 
the Inſtrument by which Gop was pleaſed 
to heal him. Cbhriſt alſo made Clay, and 
anointed the Eyes of the Blind, and bade 
another go and waſh in the Pool of Siloam 
but neither the Clay nor the Pool effected 
the Cures, though by them they were com- 


pleated, becauſe Feſus Chriſt was pleaſed thus 
to cure them: At other Times he did it by the 


Power of his Word only, without the leaſt 


Action in Man, or the Application of any 
outward Means, The Sum of the Whole 
is, Gov can work or accompliſh what he will, 


without any Means, with his Power only ; 
but all the Art or Cunning of Man can do 
Nothing without the Concurrence or Appoint- 
ment of Gov. Moreover, we are bound in 
Duty to uſe the Means appointed by God; 
becauſe Goo has in many Reſpects made 
this the Condition to our having our Deſires 
granted. For Inſtance; God, in his Cove- 
nant with Noab, promiſed that Seed-Time and 
Harveſt ſhall not ceaſe to the End of Time; 
but who can be ſo ſtupidly ignorant to ſup- 


poſe, that it was ſpoken without the Condi- 


tion of ſowing; as if Gop would encourage 
Idleneſs, and fend a Produce without ſo much 
as the common Concern of Man, 

Note, It is our Duty therefore to uſe the 
Means, in order to receive the Fruits of our 


Labour, beſides the Peace of Mind it brings 
| when 
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when we have ſo done; but after all, we ſhould 
take Care not to ſtumble (as the Saying is) up- 
on the Threſhold, and think that our own In- 
duſtry is the Cauſe of our Succeſs, but ſhould 
always have an Eye towards Heaven, and ac- 
knowledge the proſperous End of all our Un- 
dertakings'to be the Favours of kind Provi- 
dence, For indeed, without this, all our Care 
is but vain, and our Induſtry thrown away. 
Pſalm cxxvii. Ver, 1 and 2. Except the Lord 
build the Houſe, they labour in vain that build 
it; and except the Lord keep the City, the 
Watchman waketh but in vain, Matt. Chap. 
vi. Which of you by taking Thought can 
add one Cubit to his Stature? And again, 
Paul may plant and Apo/lps water, but Goa 
only gives the Increaſe. 

And as to the Uſe of the Miniſiry, Laws, 
 Exhortations, Promiſes, Threatnings, Puniſh- 
ments, Prayer, Study, &c. there is no Occa- 
fion to multiply Words any further to prove 
the Neceſſity of them; becauſe Gop himſelf 
has, by the Mouth of all his Servants, the Pro- 

hets and Apoſtles, ſet forth to us the abſolute 
Neceſſity of ſuch Order, and our indiſpenſable 
Duty of obeying and following ſuch Rules and 
Means as he by them has commanded for the 
Diſcipline of his Church, and the better Re- 
gulation of human Socicty, For, 

The natural Frailty of Man is ſuch, that 
notwithſtanding Laws, Threatnings and Puniſh- 
ments, he is continually ſtepping aſide, and 


following his own Inclinations. What would 


then 
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then the Conſequence. be, if we had not 
ſuch Order appointed and eſtabliſhed amongſt 
us to reſtrain and curb our ungovernable Paſ- 
ſions? I fear the very Beaſts would ſhame us 
in their Regularity, Nay, it may be boldly 
affirmed, that had not Gop been ſo gracious 
as to point out to us the Uſes of the Means, 
with the Threatvings and Puniſhments of his 
own Laws and- the Laws of Men; that is, 
had he left us without ſuch Order, and wholly 
to ourſelves, Mankind would certainly have 
been the moſt irregulat and confuſed Part of the 
Creation, Therefore trom hence will foilow, that 
the Uſe of the Miniitry, Fc. is neceſſury and 
agreeable to the Divine Providence and Order 
of the Creation. 


SecT. VII. The Opinion of the Church and dif- 
ferent Authors concerning the Providence of 
Gor Governing, Ordering and Diſpaſing all 
Things. 


And 1. From her public Prayers. 
Prayer in Time of War. 

O Almighty Gop, King of ail Kings, and 

Governor of all Things, Ge. 
Anorher. 

O Almighty Gov, the Supreme Diſpoſer of 
all Events, &c. | | 

| For Rain. 

O Gop, our Heavenly Father, who by thy 
gracious Providence doll cauſe the PR and 
the acer Rain to deſcend upon Earth, &c. 
| wh St. John 


92 The Providence of Gop aſſerted. 
St, Fobn Baptiſts Day. 

Almighty Gov, by whoſe Providence thy 
Servant, John Baptiſt, was wonderfully born, 
_ 

We Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 

O Gov, . whoſe never-failing Providence or- 
dereth all Things both in Heaven and Earth, 
Sc. 4 

Pray obſerve this Collect; it ſays, or- 
dereth all Things both in Heaven and in Earth. 
Now I would only aſk this Queſtion. Do 
vou think if theſe good Men, the Compilers 
of the Common-Prayer Book, did not really 
believe that Gop governed and ordered all 
Things to come, and did not think themſelves 
continually dependent upon the good Provi- 
dence of Gov ; I fay, if they did not believe 
this, do you think they would have directed 

their Prayers to Gop in this Manner? That 
would be to mock Go and deceive Men, to 
ſay one Thing, and mean the contrary ; un- 
doubtedly therefore they as really believed and 
depended upon Providence, as they really ex- 
preſſed it, being ſenfible that this alone could 
preſerve them. 4 
2. From the private Prayers of Others. 
Biſhop of London. | 
O Almighty Gov, and merciful Father, 
by whoſe Providence over me, &c. 

\ Biſhop of London, 

O Almighty. Gov, who alone can'ſt rule, 
order and govern all Things, and by thy Pro- 
vidence doſt rule, order and govern all Things 
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both in Heaven and Earth, &c. Agreeable to 
the Colleft for the 8th $ unday after Trinity. 


Dr. Horneck. 
O Eternal Gop! who from all Eternity 
did'ſt behold and govern all Things, Sc. 


Mr. Nelſon. 


O Lord our Gop, who upholdeſt and go- 


verneſt all Things both in Heaven and Earth, 
receive our humble Prayers for our Sovereign 
Lord George, ſet over us, by thy Grace and 


Providence, to be our King, &c. 


| Dr. Taylor. | 
O Almighty Gov, Father and Lord of all 
Creatures, who diſpoſeſt all Things and all 
Events, ſo as they may beſt glorify thy Wiſ- 
dom, ſerve the Ends of thy Juftice, and mag- 
nify thy Mercy, thy ſecret and undiſcernable 
Ways, bringing Good out of Evil, Gc. cm 


pare this with SECT. III. 


The ſame Author. 
FO Eternal Gov! Thou alone ruleſt the 
Kingdoms of Men; thou art the Great Gov 
of Battles and Recompences; who by thy 


glorious Wiſdom, and by thy Almighty Power, 


and by thy ſecret Providence, doſt determine 
the 4 — of War and the Iſſues of humen 
Counſel, and the Returns of Peace and Victo- 
Ge. 
Fo Here you ſee this Author does not only ſay 
Gop governs, but determines, that is, appoints, 
the Events of War and the ſues of human 
Count, for the Words are one and the fame, 
ä 3. From 


— 
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| 3. From the Sayings of different Authors. 
Future Events depend upon Providence 
and it is our greateſt Happineſs that we are 
obliged to depend upon it; for could Men 
* forefee the Gobd and Evil that ſhall befall 
* them, it would'take away all prudent Care 
to obtain the one, and avoid the other.“ St. 
Auguſline. EL E600 engel FUG Noa? 
Nie that denies that Gob, by his- Provi- 
'© dence, governs, orders and over-rules all 
Events, deſtroys the Foundation of the 
* Chriftian Religion, oppoſes the Church, con- 
© tradifts the Holy Scriptures, and leſſens; the 
'*&: Almighty Power of Gon); Biſhop Uſber. 
Many People are very fond of Fortune; 
Sthey depend vaſtly upon her good Luck, 
and are ready to pray to her; this is not only 
A truſting to a broken Reed, but is alſo a great 
Affront to the Supreme Being, whoſe Pro- 
wvidence guides, orders and determines all Acts 


of Futurity, and leaves not the Order of 


& his Creation to idle Fortune; this would be 
either to ſuppoſe him inſufficient to govern 
© his own Works after he created them, or 
£ elſe ſuffer them to be ruled confuſedly; both 
which are inconſiſtent with the Divine Be- 
* ing, and therefore fooliſh and wicked to 
imagine.“ Baxter. | 
We ſhall finiſh this Section with two re- 
markable Stories concerning Providence, which 
are received as undoubted Truths, by the beſt 
of Men; and as they are not only worthy of 
Obſervation, but very entertaining, I thought 
| it 
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it might be agreeable to thoſe that never heard 
them, if 1 here inſerted them. 


The firſt you may find in the SpECT, Vol. III. 
No. 237. 
« Moſes, that great Prophet (you read) was 
called up by a Voice from Heaven to the 
= We of a Mount; where, in a Conference 
wit the Supreme Being, he was permitted to 
* propoſe to bim ſome Queſtions, concerning 
2 ih Adminiſtration of the Univerſe, In, the 
Midſt of this Divine Colloquy, he was com- 
manded to look down on the Plain below. 
e At the Foot of a Mountain there iſſued out 
* a clear Spring of Water, at which a Soldier 
25 * alighted from his Horſe to drink. He. was 
* no ſooner gone, than a little Boy came to.the 
ſame Place, and finding a Purſe of Gold 
„which the Soldier had dropped, took it up, 
* and went away with it. Immediately after 
this, came an infirm old Man, weary. with 
by Age and travelling, and having quenched his 
* Thirſt, fat down to reſt himſelf by the Side of 
. Spring. The Soldier miſſing his Purſe, 
returns to ſearch for it, and demands it of the 
old Man, who affirms he had not ſeen it, and 
5 appeals to Heaven in Witneſs of his Innocence. 
The Soldier not believing his Proteſtations, 
“e kills him. Moſes fell on his Face with Hor- 
* ror and Amazement, when the Divine Voice 
< thus prevented his Expoſtulation; Be not ſur- 
= 7105 Maſes, nor aſk why the Judge of the 
« whole Earth has ſuffered this Thing to come 


cc to 


* * 
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eto paſs: The Child is the Occaſion that the 
Blood of the old Man is ſpilt; but know 
** withal, that the old Man whom thou ſaweſt 

* was the Murderer of that Child's Father“ 


The other notable Story is taken from 
Dr. H. M=—'s Divine - Dialogues, but you 
may find it in Spinkes's Sick Man viſited, as 
follows. | 
A certain Eremite, not well ſatisfied with 
«the Adminiſtration of this World and its 
Affairs, and the divers Occurrences of Divine 
< Providence in Relation to it, reſolved in this 
<* Diſorder of Mind to quit his Cell, and travel 
«abroad to view the Courſe of Things, and 
= make what Obſervations he could, whereby 
to forma Judgment of what had thus diſturb'd 
* him. But he had not gone far, before he was 
<-overtaken by a Stranger, who came up to him, 
and joined Company with him, and quickly 
* in{invated himſelf fo far into the Eremzte's 
Affection, that he thought himſelf very happy 
in having ſo ſoon met with ſo ſuitable a 
Companion. And as their Journey lay the 
« fame Way, they agreed together, to eat and 
lodge at one Houſe Rn Hh they came. 
*'Sotne few Days they had travelled before the 
Exemite took Notice of any Thing that oc- 
** curred worthy of his Obſervation, But at 
1 length he could not but be concerned to ſee, 
that at a Houſe, where they were very kindly 
and generouſly entertained, his Fellow-Tra- 
* yeller at his Departure ſtole a gilt Cup, gag 
» „ ö 60 too 
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* took it away with him. This was Matter 
of no ſmall Aſtoniſhment to the poor Eremite, 
e that his Friend, whom he ſo much eſteemed, 
* and whom he thought a ſincere Chriſtian, 
** ſhould prove guilty of ſuch apparent Thett, 
and inexcuſeable Ingratitude to one who had 
© been ſo highly civil to them, But he was 
** reſolved to ſee what his Behaviour would be 
* in other Places, before he enquired any Thing 
** concerning it. Wherefore on they went, till 
at Night they met with a Houſe of as ill Ac- 
** commodations, as the former was of good; 
** for the Owner being a Man of a moroſe, un- 
** hoſpitable Temper, refuſed to admit them 
* within Doors, tho' Rain and other hard 
Weather made a good Reception very de- 
“ firable. So they were forced to ſpend that 
** Night abroad in Hardſhip and great Un- 
© eaſineſs, and not without ſome Hazard of 
** their Health, Yet ſuch was the different 
Carriage of this young Traveller, towards 
this unmerciful and furly Man, that in the 
Morning he rewarded all his Inhumani 
* with this gilt Cup, which he thruſt into 
one of the Windows, and then left it. This, 
** you may ſuppoſe, was a Sight no leſs ſur- 
* priſing to the Eremite than the former; and 
* he could not poſſibly fathom the Myſtery 
* of fo an: unequal a Procedure, However, 
* he {till took no Notice of it to his Compa- 
nion, tho ne could not forbear ruminating 
** upon it in his Thoughts. The next Night 
they were treated with like Civility and 
* Kind- 
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«Kindneſs, as at the firſt Houſe from whence: 


the Cup was taken; but the Return made 
e for all their good Entertainment, was far 
« worſe than the former, and more aſtoniſh- 
ing: For, at their leaving the Place, the 
* Erenitte ſaw his Companion privately ſtrangle 


&« a little Child of the Family, and of which 


* both Father and Mother were exceeding 


fond, and in whom all their temporal Hap- 


e pineſs ſeemed to be wrapt up. However, 
* he prevailed with himſelf to ſay Nothing, 
* but to hold on another Day; and at Night 


they came to a Houſe of the beſt Entertain- 


% ment they had yet met with: Where the 
% Maſter of the Houſe not only received them 
* with the higheſt Civility, and accommo- 
« dated them with whatſoever might either- 
* ſupport or divert them during their ſhort 


* Stay there; but in the Morning, becauſe 


e the Way they were to go was ſomewhat in- 
<< tricate, prevailed with them to accept a 
© Guide, a Servant whom he had found ve 

faithful and diligent, and whom he valued 
«© as if he had been his own Child, Thus 
they took their Journey for a while, till 
e coming to a Bridge that croſſed a deep and 
ce rapid Stream, the young Traveller of a ſud- 
* den laid violent Hands upon the Servant, 
© and threw him over into the Water and 
« drowned him. Upon this the Eremite could 
* contain no longer, but pailionately charged: 
* the other with his barbarous Requitals for 
* the Favours they had reccived by the Way, 
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sand the Injuſtice and Murder he had been 
guilty of, and reſolved to keep no more 
** Company, nor ever have any Thing to do 
** with the Author of ſuch abominable Wic- 


** kedneſs ; chooſing much rather to confine 


** himſelf again to his Cell, and forbear the 
** Converſation of Mankind, than ſee ſuch 
** heinous Crimes committed without any Re- 
** morſe, as if they never were to be accounted 
* for. But now behold a more ſurpriſing 
** Sight of another Kind! The young Traveller, 
** ſmiling at the honeſt Zeal of the 1 Ere- 
* mite, and putting off his mortal Diſguiſe, 
© appeared to him in the Form and Luſtre of 
* an Angel of Gop ; telling him, that he was 
** ſent to eaſe his Mind of the Perplexity and 
** Doubts he had fo long laboured under con- 
** cerning the Divine Providence: In which, 
** faid he, Nothing can occur more aſtoniſhing 
* than what you have now ſeen, and are fo 
* uneaſy at. With this the good Eremite took 
Courage, and his Companion proceeded to 
e fell him the Reaſons of what had been done, 
* and that Nothing could be more juſt and 
* equitable, which for Want of a right Under- 
e ſtanding had been ſo great a Surprize, and 
*« almoſt an inſuperable Offence to him. | 

1F © As to the firſt Man (ſaid the Angel) 
„ from whom I took the gilt Cup, he had 
* the beſt Compenſation made him for all his 
Kindneſſes, that Cup having been an un- 
© happy Occaſion of great Miſchief to him 
„ while he had it. For he has an Inclination 
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** to Company and Drinking more than be- 
comes him, and eſpecially when this Cup 
“js brought forth: So that the beſt Office I 
e could do him, was effectually to remove this 
** Temptation out of his Way, that by this 
Means he may be brought to a better Govern- 
« ment of Himſelf, —And I left it with the 
e other moroſe inhoſpitable Man, as a Means 
* of his Deſtruction, and as a juſt Reward of 
“e all his Inhumanity, that by it he may fall 
e into Intemperance, Diſeaſes, and even Death 
de itſelf. —But perhaps you are more ſurpriſed, 
* to think of the innocent Bal ſo unexpected- 
«ly ſtrangled in the Cradle, and at a Place too 
ce where we had been ſo civilly entertained, 
* Know then, that this was done in great 
© Mercy to the Parents, and no real Hurt to 
ce the Child, who is now with Gov in Bliſs and 
* Happineſs; For you muſt note, that this 
Gentleman and his Wife have hitherto lived 
« in great Reputation for their Piety, Juſtice, 
4 Sobriety, and other Chriſtian Virtues : But, 
© above all, their Charity was moſt conſpicu- 
© ouſly eminent, divers of their infirm and in- 
te digent Neighbours owing their Subſiſtence 
* (next under God) to their kind Beneficence. 
c But fince the Birth of this Child, their Minds 
t have by Degrees degenerated, and ſunk into 
« a Love of this World, and, inſtead of pro- 
de yiding for the Poor and Helpleſs as formerly, 


** 


ce their Thoughts have been employed how ta 


© enrich themſelves, and leave a plentiful For- 
© tune for this Infant and its Poſterity. Hence 
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* it was that I took away this momentary Life 
from the Body of the Child, that the Souls 
of the Parents might live for ever. And I 
” —_ to yourſelf, all Things conſidered, 
% whether this was not an immenſe Kindneſs, 


g * and an Act of the trueſt Friendſhip to them ? 
| te As to the laſt Fact, againſt which you have 
L declared ſuch a violent Deteſtation ; as bad a 
: <« Notion as you have of it, his, let me tell 
} * you, was the moſt faithful Inſtance of Gra- 
ic 


* titude I could pay to one who had uſed us 
g with the greateſt Humanity. For tho' this 
, t Servant was ſo beloved of his Maſter, and 
; * highly eſteemed and valued, yet he is but a 

** Murtherer at the beſt: For he was in Conſpi- 
, t racy this Night to let in a Company of Thieves, 
: © to rob and kill his Maſter and the whole Fa- 
; *< mily. Which having faid, he immediately 
% vaniſhed, leaving the goed Eremite to medi- 
** tate with himſelf upon what had paſſed, and 
* the Reaſons given for it: Who thereupon, 
* tranſported with Joy and Amazement, lifted 
up his Hands and Eyes to Heaven and gave 
* Glory to God, who had thus unexpectedly 
e delivered him from any further Anxiety 
te touching the Ways of his Providence. And 
* being now fully ſatisfied as to the Wiſdom 
« of all Gop's Dealings with us, and thoſe un- 
*« ſeen Reaſons whuch ſo far ſurpaſs the Bounds 
* of our finite and weak Underſtanding, he 
“ returned with Chearfulneſs to his forſaken 
ce Cell, and yu the Reſidue of his Days there 
& in Piety and Peace.“ 
O 2 And 
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Read alſo the Liſe of Mr. Spinkes, in which 
you will further ſee the Providence of Goo 
confirmed, by many Inſtances that this good 
Man had experienced. 5 


Having now gong thro' the two. firſt general 
Heads, T fhquld proceed directly to the third, but 
that I think it may be very ſerviceable to you, and 
many others, if I firſt of all give an Account 
of the bad Principles of ſame Authors, and alſo 
caution you and every Body to avoid all ſuch Books 
and Converſation, that may tend to Corrupt you 


in any found Article of Faith or Principle of true. 
Religion. 5 5 N 


Sect. VIII. Obſervations deducible from the 
᷑ o firſt general Heads, &, _ 
As Almighty Gov has given us his Holy 
Word asa Standard for every Man's Faith and 
Practice, it is our Duty to read often in, and 
meditate upon it, to the End that we may 
know what is neceſſary to be believed as true 
Articles of Faith, and not be led aſide b 
every Man's Opinion. 3 | 
It is true, that the Scriptures are myfterious 
in many Places, as is plain from the various 
and critical Diſputes of different Authors upon 
one and the fame Text, one turning of it 
this, and the other that Way ; but in Relation 
to what 1s neceſſary for moſt, or all People to 
know and believe, touching Articles of Faith, 
and what they ought not to believe, in this 
Reſpect they are very plain, becauſe they are 
| poſitive 
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poſitive and affirmative; fo that he that runs 
may read, and underſtand them too, if he reads 
and meditates duly upon them, with a Deſire 
of being improved therein, You may per- 
haps ſay, How ſhall J know what to believe 
and w at not, ſeeing different learned Men 
give equal Arguments (ſeemingly) for and a- 
gainſt ſuch and ſuch a Place? That is, they 
interpret it quite differently: How then ſhall 
I know how to move, and which of the two 
is in the Right that I may follow ? 

To this I anſwer ; That in very critical and 
learned Diſputes, it is not at all neceſſa 
follow the Extravagancy of any Author, — 
his Opinion is founded upon bare Speculation 
only, and not wholly upon the Word of God, 
or agrecable to the whole Tenor of it. I ay 
again, it is hardly worth while for any Man 
to trouble himſelf with the critical Diſtinctions 
of the Schools; and, in ſhort, a wiſe Man, 


and a fincere Chriſtian, chooſes rather to know 


the more fundamental Points of Chriſtianity, 
and to hold them faſt; nor is it a hard Mat- 


ter to be well acquainted with what we ought 


to know and believe, if, as I faid before, we 


wall give our Minds to read and meditate, and 


beg Gov's Aſſiſtance to enable us to diſcern 
aright. 


A great many Men are led aſide purely by 


Ignorance itſelf, and theſe are indeed to be 


pitied; others are led aſide by being over and 
above fond of ſome particular Men, for whoſe 
Perſons or Works they have ſo great a Value, that 


they 
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they think it impoſſible for ſuch an one to err; 
and others there are who arc ſurpriſingly over- 
come by Prejudice of Education, and 'many 
other Ways. And all their Reaſon, or at leaſt 
their chief Reaſon, is, I believe it, becauſe 
* my Father and Mother, or ſuch an Author, 
* or woch a Teacher do; and I am ſure they 
e. are in the Right. . 

I do not give this for a Rule to prove, or 
ſet forth, that no Perſons are bound to follow 
their Teachers or Parents; but then not bare - 


y becauſe they are Parents or Teachers; for 


if this were all the Reaſon, the Children of 
Pagans, and the Followers of Mabomet, are 
allo bound to worſhip Mahomer, &c.- 
From hence then it appears, that there are 
ſome greater Reaſons that ought to be'given; 
why we believe or diſbelieve in ſuch and ſuch 
Things; and theſe Reaſons are built upon the 
Holy Scriptures ; for as in all Ages there has 


not only been common Men, but very learned 


Men, of exceeding bad and pernicious Prin- 
ciples, bringing in damnable Hereſies, and 
even denying the Lord that bought them; z it 
therefore concerns every Man to be upon his 
Guard, and not be led into any Error, or em- 


brace any falſe Principle, becauſe their Pa- 


rents, or ſuch and ſuch a learned Man has; 
but we ſhould try and examine their Princi- 
ples and Doctrine by the Word of Gop, and 

approve or condemn them accordingly, 
You will fay again, How does it lie in my 
Power to know whether they be right of 
| not; 
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not; it is not for me to examine the Works 
of the Learned; they certainly muſt know 
better than I do? 

Indeed, every Body that ſubmits to learned 
Men are to be commended, if it were only 
for their Humility ; but there may be an Error 
even in Modeſty itſelf, No Man therefore is 
bound to believe 'any Man altogether becauſe 
he is learned; we are firſt of all to conſider 
whether they be ſound in their Principles, and 
faithful towards God, before we too greedily 
ſwallow their Doctrine; and though it cannot 
be expected that every Man ſhould know, 
whether this or that learned Man be right or 
wrong in his ſpeculative Notions (which is ao 
great Matter whether he be or not) yet in Re- 
lation to the fundamental Articles of Faith, 
every Man that is not an Ideot may know 
from the Word of Gov, whether ſuch or 
ſuch an Author, or Teacher, be found in his 
Principles or not, For Inſtance; we have 
had ſome learned Men, that not only in their 
Words, but in their Writings, have openly 
profeſs'd themſelves, not only Nei/?s, Arians 
and Socinians, but even Atheiſts; others 
have publickly written againſt the Mira- 
cles of our bleſſed Saviour, Now is it ſuch a 
hard Matter for a Chriſtian Man to know 
whether theſe Men are in an Error? No ſure- 
Iy ; ſince the Scripture itſelf fo poſitively af- 
{ures us, that divine Revelation is far ſuperior 
to natural Reaſon ; that Jeſs Chriſt had not 
only a Being before the Virgin Mary, but is 


equal 
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equal with Gop, and is very Gop himſelf, 
having eternal Exiſtence. And the Holy 
Scriptures alſo aſſure us, that there is a Gop, 
a Divine, Supreme, Self-exiſtent Being; and 
they likewiſe as poſitively affirm the Miracles 
of our Saviour, and the Providence of Goo 
over us; all which Things every Man ſhould 
firmly believe in, though he perhaps has not 
Power to aſſert or prove the ſame by Argu- 
ment, for Want of a Capacity, Thus it ap- 
pears, that the Works of every learned Man 
ought to run parallel with the Word of 
Gop, and upon that every Man is to build 
the Article or Fundamentals of his Faith, 
rather than upon any particular and private 
Author; neither ſhould we follow his Opinion 
(without it be in indifferent Matters) any fur- 
ther than. it is agreeable to and conſiſtent with 
the Holy Scriptures, leſt we be thereby led 
into Deſtruction. See 1. Jehn, Chop. iv. Ver. 
I, 2, 3- Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but 
try the Spirits whether they are of Gop; be- 
cauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into 
the World. Ver. 2, Hereby know ye the 
Spirit of Gov; every Spirit that believeth that 
Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of Gov. 
Ver. 3. And every Spirit that confeſſeth not 
that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is 
not of Gop; and this is the Spirit of Antichriſt, 

whereof ye have heard that it ſhould come, 
and even now already is it in the World. 
Chap. ii. Ver. 22. The ſame may be faid of 
thoſe that deny Gop and his Providence, 


Thus 
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Thus a certain Author ſays, That it is in- 
© confiſtent to thipk that ever Gov appointed any 
one Thing to come to paſs, ſeeing that future 
Events depend equally as much upon the Ac- 
* tions of Man, as upon the determinate Counſel 
© of Gop; therefore (ſays he) Things to be done, 
© or not to be done, depend upon the Choice 
of Man, according as he ſhall pleaſe to act, 
© whether it be to forward or hinder ſuch a 
* Deſign or Thing to be done; Gop having 
© left ſuch a Power to the Will of Man in 
© the Affairs of this World, that he may for- 
* ward, prevent, and even hinder Things to 
© be done; conſequently then Nothing ever 
* was pre- appointed to come to pals at ail, and 
* much leſs at ſuch a certain Place and Time. 

And to back this Aſſertion, he produces 
this Argument © As no Bounds (ſays be) can 
be applied to Gob's Exiſtence and Power, 
to imagine him limited in, or by his own 
Nature, is to ſuppoſe ſome Nature, antece- 
* dent or limited Quality, ſuperior to that Be- 

ing to whoſe Exiſtence no Power or Quality 

* 1s in any Reſpect antecedent or ſuperior. But 
if Gop had ever appointed any Thing to come 
© to paſsat ſuch a Place and Time, and it muſt 

* needs come to paſs, then he is limited in his 
* own Nature; conſequently therefore Nothing 
© ever was pre-appointed to come to pals.” 

Now it is by this Author, and ſuch like 
Men, as it is with thoſe that have written 
againſt Divine Revelation, or that have vindi- 
cated any erroneous Principle (we will ſuppoſe, 
P tor 
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for Inſtance, it ſhould be Tranſubſtantiation) 


their Dependence to gain Diſciples is upon 
the ignorant Sort, that know no Difference in 
Matters of Faith, and therefore are preſently 
led afide when once they hear that any learn'd 
Man is of ſuch an Opinion, or has given ſome 
hypothetical Argument for it; or elſe it is 
upon the wicked Sort of People, who love to 
embrace Errors in Oppoſition to Cop and Re- 
ligion. I fay again, it is through Ignorance 
and Wickedneſs that ſuch Books are en- 
couraged; for a truly ſincere Chriſtian is not 
to be impoſed upon ſo ſoon; he is conſcientious, 
looks into all Books with a Reſolution not to 
be led aſide by any Error that is quite con- 
trary to the Word of Gov. 

As to Almighty Gop's not being limited 
in, and by his own Nature, this Author might 
have ſaved himſelf the Trouble of that, ſeeing 
no one denies it that owns a Divine Being. 

Gop is indeed a ſelf-exiſtent, independent 
Being, and 1s therefore an unlimited Be- 


ing. There needs no more than this one Ar- 


ument to prove him ſo: As Gop cannot be 
circumſcribed, he can have no Bounds; for 
there is no Center in an immenſe or boundleſs 
Space ; moreover, he cannot be circumſcribed, 
becauſe all Things are in him. Now, from 


hence, this Author infers, that Nothing can 


be appointed of Gop; becauſe, he ſays, this 
would be to limit or reſtrain himſelf, which is 
contrary to his own Nature. 


We ſhall not here enter into any long Ar- 
gument, 
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gument, for Want of Room; but perhaps it 
may not be unmetaphyſical to ſay, That Gon 
is in ſome Reſpects limited by his own Nature, 
though not in his own Nature, for there is 
certainly a Diſtinction in. the Words, and they 
carry different Ideas with them. 

Gop then is limited by his own Na- 
ture in all Things which tend to Sin; that is, 
it always was, and is, and for ever will be 
impoſſible for Gop to act, or commit, or 
even to delight in Sin. He cannot do it, that 
is, he will not; he will not, therefore he can- 
not; for, as I told you before, concerning per- 
mit and appoint, that they have different Sig- 
nifications among Men, but not with Gov. 
So cannot, and will not, with us, are quite of 
a different Signification, but with Reſpect to 
Goo they are not; for what Gop wills not 
to be done, that he cannot do; yet he often 
ville * that which he himſelf does not do, only 
appoints or permits it to be done by others, as 
has been ſaid before; therefore Gop is not 
limited in his own Nature ever the more for 
governing and appointing future Events in their 
Order throughout the Courſe of Nature, ſince 
only a bare Hypotheſis, and not the reveal'd 
Word of Gop, is, nor can be brought to con- 
tradict ſuch a governing Providence in the 
Courſe ot Things; for the Scripture ſets forth 

. P 2 to 


— 


* It was the Will or Appointment of Gop that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould ſuffer for us, yet not he but Man did the 
Act, according to his divine Appointment, for the Re- 
demption of Mankind , 
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to us that Nothing comes to paſs but by the 
Counſel and Fore-knowledge of Gob. See 
Ads, Chap. ii. Ver. 22, 23. Where St. 
Peter, ſpeaking of oſus C rift, ſays, Ye 
© Men of 1/racl, hear theſe Words; . Jeſus of 
* Nazareth, a Man approved of Gov among 
* you, by Miracles, and Wonders, and Signs, 
© which Gop did by him in the midſt of you, 
© as ye yourſelves know: Him, being er d 
© by the determinate Counſel and Fore-know- 
© ledge of Gop, ye have taken, and by wicked 
: Hands, have crucified and ſlain. Here you 
ſee they. only did that which God had before 
appointed to be done in his determinate Coun- 
ſel. Sce alſo Chap. iv. Ver. 27, 28. 
When the Creator (ſays Sir R + i 
< will'd the Exiſtence of his Creatures, he will'd 
© likewiſe their determinate Continuance ; for 
© his efficacious Will is the Cauſe of all Futu- 
« rity, or prolong'd Duration of his Creatures. 
Nor could the Supreme Being be infinite in 
Perfection, did he not foreſee contingent 


Events; for upon Suppoſition he did not, he 


© would eee . in Knowledge when thoſs E- 
© yents come to paſs, and therefore his Know- 
© ledge could not be perfect before. 


In ſhort, our tco-much ſearching, and cu- 
rious prying into the Nature of ſuch an Al- 


mighty Being as Gov is, raiſes as it were Con- 
tradictions in us, and is too apt to make us 
think that ſome of his Attributes contradict, 
and are inconſiſtent with each other; and this 
comes from the infinite Diſproportion that 

there 
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there is between Gov and us, and the Inability 
and Weakneſs of our Nature to find out Gop, 
Thus another learned Author in a late Piece 
tells us, That a ſevere Dealing with the 
© Wicked in committing them to eternal Tor- 
© ments only for temporal Crimes, is incon- 
© ſiſtent with the infinite Mercy and Com- 
* paſſion of Gop; and ſo from hence he has 
* attempted to prove, that the Torments of 
* the Damned will be as ſhort as their Crimes or 
* i]]-ſpent Life. 

But Gov forbid any poor Soul ſhould be led 
aſide by ſuch Books, to encourage himſelf in 
Sin in View that his Torments will be tran- 
ſient; rather let ſuch Perſons know aſſuredly, 
that if they live and die in the Gall of Sin, and 
in the Bond of Iniquity, tho' Gop be merciful 
far beyond our Conception; yet this Attribute 
after Death ceaſes to be an Attribute in Reſpect 
to them : There then, remains Nothing but a 
fearful Looking-for of Judgment and fiery In- 
dignation, which ſhall for ever devour the 
Adverſary.— Where their Worm dieth not, 
and the Fire 1s not quenched. | 
Once more. Another very modern Author, 
in a Treatiſe of Philoſophy, has quoted this 
well-known Axiom; That Nothing cannot be 
© made into Something, nor can Something be 
converted to Nothing. And then by Way of 
Queſtion he aſks; How then did Gop make 
* the World, if Something cannot be made of 
Nothing? Anſwer ; What Gov can do I 
* will not (fays he) pretend to ſay; but if he 
did 
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did create the World of Nothing, then fare- 
* wel Philoſophy ; for it overturns all the Rules 
© of Philoſophizing.” 

I would not have any one think I bring this 
againſt the noble Science of Philotophy, for 
which I have a great Veneration, and whoſe 
Rules are juſt and good in Regard to Man's 
making Something of Nothing, and vice verſa. 
But then we muſt be cautious not. to tie Al- 
mighty Gop to the Rules and Axioms of a 


Science. Let us take Care tor Gop's Sake, for. 


our own Soul's Sake, to obſerve the Advice of 
St. Paul, Col. Chap. ii. Ver 8. Beware left any 
Man ſpoil you thro' Philoſophy and vaia De- 
ceit, after the Tradition of Men, after the 
Rudiments of the World, and not after Chriſt. 

It is ſurpriſing that this Author could not 
let his Axioms ſtand, without bringing in and 
calling the Almighty Power of the Divine Be- 
ing in Queſtion; as if he were fond to let the 
World ſee that he believed that Matter was 
eternal. But Gop forbid we ſhould think fo! 
This is the Doctrine of the Fataliſis, the Opi- 
nion of Ariſtotle., which ought to be abomi- 
nated, ſince it leſſens the Power of God. 

We cannot pretend to find out Gop, be- 
cauſe we cannot comprehend his Immenſity: 


For the more we penetrate into the Myſtery of 


his Nature, the more are we loſt in the unfa- 
thomable Depths of his Power and God-head. 
It is therefore our greateſt Wiſdom, never to 
doubt of this or that when it relates to God, 


nor to pry any farther into theſe Affairs than 
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is agreeable to his revealed Will in his holy 
Word. | 

And if we look into the Holy Scriptures 
with a Defire to know Gov, we ſhall certainly 
know more of him (tho' not of Nature) than 
all che Philoſophers ever taught, or all the 
Philoſophy in the World is capable of teach- 
ing us. 

Thus have I ſufficiently proved that the Pro- 
vidence of Gop guides, gover ns, direfts, and 
orders all Things. And ior further Proof 1 
refer the Reader to Biſhop Bever:dge's Private 
Thoughts, Pages 22, 23, 24: Where he may 
not only ſee the Provigence of Gob in the Pre- 
ſervation of our Lord and Saviour while in his 
Infancy, but alſo the Reaſon why ſuch and 
ſuch Things were appointed at ſuch a Time 
and Place, together with the Impoſſibility of 
their coming to paſs at any other Lime, or in 
any other Manner, And aboveall, the Beauty, 
Harmony, and Agreement of all the Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament, exactly accom- 
pliſhed in the New ; which Things alone are 
manifeſt Proofs of the Order af Providence in 
governing future Events, 


Proceed we now in the laſt Place, to ſhew 


SECT. IX. Why the Knowledge of Providence 
is neceſſary. 

The Glory of Gov is undoubtedly the chief 
End of Providence: For God will have us to 
aſcribe unto him Greatneſs, Goodneſs, Wiſ- 
e dom, 
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dom, Power, and Juſtice. We may as well, 
ſays Biſhop Uſher, deny the Exiſtence of Gov, 
as deny his Providence. 

The Knowledge and Belief of Gov's Pro- 
vidence is neceſſary for three Reaſons. 
I. That in Proſperity we ſhould be thankful, 
2. That in Adverſity we ſhould be patient. And, 
3. That our Hope be ſtedfaſt towards God. 


I. That in Proſperity we ſhould be thankful. 
As we have Nothing but what we receive of 
God, be it Health, Wealth, Capacity, Ability 
of Parts, or any other Benefit; we ſhould be 
very wicked not to acknowledge theſe as great 


Favours, and expreſs our Thankfulneſs for 
them ; eſpecially if we do but conſider we are 


unworthy of the leaſt of all Gop's Mercies, 
and that it is a high Mark of Condeſcenſion in 
Gop to take Notice of ſo worthleſs, ſo finful a 
Creature as Man is, Lord what is Man, that 
thou art mindful of. him! Theſe Confidera- 


tions will then naturally lead us to be thankful 
for every Thing that we receive at the kind 


Hand of Providence. 

Thoſe that have not the Providence of Gov 
before their Eyes, are too apt to forget them- 
ſelves; for if they have a better Share of Proſ- 

rity than their Neighbaurs, they attribute it 
to their own Wiſdom above the Generality of 
Mankind, rather than to the Favours of Pro- 
vidence. I ſpeak this, becauſe I have often met 
with this Sort of People, who have as it were 
lived above Providence; that is, have * 
them- 
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themſelves ſecure and independent in their Pro. 
perity ; tho in the Space of a few Years Some- 
thing has unexpectedly hapened to them, the 
Scale of Luck (as they called it) is now turned 
from them into the Lap of their poor Neghbours, 
whom they in their Proſperity deſpiſed, or at 
leaſt too little regarded; and thus theſe un- 
happy Mortals are too late brought to a Senſe 
of their Dependence upon the over-ruling Pro- 
vidence of Gop ; they can now ſee that Gov 
governs all Things, and they could with they 
had not been fo forgetful of his Benefits in 
their Proſperity, nor truſted to the weak Staff 
of their Riches, which not only pierces the 
Hand but the Heart alſo. 

Now thoſe that know and believe all their 
Dependence is upon Gop, and that they can 
receive no good Thing, nor enjoy it any longer 
than Gov pleaſes to order: I fay, ſuch an one 
is always thankful, and every freſh Benefit 
makes him cry out afreſh: Pſalm ciii. Praiſe 
the Lord O my Soul, and all that is within me 
praiſe his holy Name. 

Praiſe the Lord O my Soul, and forget not 
all his Benefits. Who forgiveth all thy Sins, 
and healeth all thine Infirmities. 1 

Who ſaveth thy Life from Deſtruction, and 
crowneth thee with Mercy and Loving-kind- 
neſs. | 
Who ſeatisfieth thy Mouth with good 
Things, making thee young and luſty as an 

Eagle. | | 


, 


Q_ Theſe, 
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Theſe, and ſuch like Expreſſions of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs flow from that Heart, and are ut- 
tered thro? the Lips of him who believes aright in 
the Divine Providence, Moreover, 


The Providence of Gop is neceſſary for us to 
believe, 


2. That in Adverſity we ſhould be patient. 


When a Man is firmly grounded in the Belief of 
Gop's Divine Providence over him, as no Proſpe- 
rity can make him forget Gop, ſo. no Adverſity 
can make him murmur againſt his Providence. 
And the Reaſon is this, He knows Gop has or- 
dered or appointed his Place and Station in ſuch 
and ſuch a Manner, as beſt ſuits the wiſe Ends of 
his Providence: Therefore he ſees the Rod and who 
has appointed it, and in Reſignation to the Divine 
Will he kiſſes it. Beſides, as he knows that this 
World is not his abiding Place, but only a State of 
Trial and Probation, he ſets not his Heart upon it, 
and expects not real and uninterrupted Enjoyment, 
lives in a continual Expectation of meeting with 
ſome Croſſes, therefore he is prepared to meet 
them much better than thoſe that expect Nothing 
but Eaſe. 4.1 | 

It is indeed a great Trial to Fleſh and Blood, for 
a Man with a large Family to be ſurrounded with 
Poverty, beſides other Afflictions that the World 
in Courſe muſt be ignorant of. But what of all 
this? Inſtead of his adding to his Affliction 
by his murmuring, he prevents_ theirs alſo by 
his contented Behaviour, and patient Reſignation 
to the Divine Will : And tho? he perhaps may wiſh 
it were otherwiſe with him on Account of his Fa- 
mily, and prays to God to provide better for him; 
yet he always ſays, Thy Will be done. And if Gop 
does not for the preſent, nor even at all, alter his 
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Condition in this World, he is ſtill eaſy, and prays 
for Nothing more earneſtly, than that Gop would 
pleaſe to give him Grace to bear with Patience 
what he has appointed for him : Therefore he is 
always content as far as is poſſible for a frail Man 


in this Life to be. 


And this his Contentedneſs is grounded 


3. On the Hope and Confidence he has in God, and 
his good Providence. 


A Man that has a well-grounded Hope waits 
with Pleaſure to be releaſed out of any Affliction 
in Gop's appointed Time, and he believes Gor 
will releaſe him out of his Affliction. And this 
Hope in Gop makes him lay a comfortable Hold 
on the Promiſes of Gob, ſuch as theſe : Fear not, 
for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, I am thy 
Gop. And again, I will never leave thee, nor 
forſake thee. And again, If Gop ſo clothe the 
Graſs of the Field, which To-day is and To- 
morrow is caſt into the Oven, ſhall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little Faith? To con- 
clude, 

Let us ſee now which is moſt conducive to Hap- 
pineſs and Contentment : A Belief that Gop by 
his Providence governs all Things, and therefore 
we mult continually depend on it: Or a Depen- 
dence upon ourſelves and others; that is, a De- 
pendence on Luck or Chance. 

Take a Man then that diſbelieves that Gon go- 
verns the Affairs of the World by his Previdence : 
If ſuch a Man as this undertakes any Work or & f- 
fair; if it proſpers he is not thankful, for he looks 
no further than himſelf, and cannot thank Provi- 
dence, when he at the ſame Time diſbelieves it: 
But if he fails in any Undertaking, then he is 
double unhappy, for he is continually murmuring 
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and repining, blames thoſe that are about him, 
and often breaks out into a Paſſion, which is as 
often accompanied with Oaths and Imprecations. 
Thus he adds freſh Weight of Sorrow and Uneaſi- 
neſs to his Diſappointment, and freſh Trouble to 
himſelf and Family, Whereas a Man that believes 
Gor governs and diſpoſes all Events, and whoſe 
Hope is firmly built upon the Providence of Gob; 
if he undertakes any Work or Affair, he firſt of all 
prays to Gob for a Bleſſing upon the Means he is 
to uſc in order to ſuch a deſigned End; and if Gov 
hears his Prayers and he proſpers, he is then truly 
thankfu!, becauſe he knows it is a Favour received 
at the kind Hand of Providence: And. ſhould he 
fail in his Undertakings, he is free from murmur- 
ing, he is not uneaſy, becauſe his Mind is in ge- 
neral calm and ſerene: And as he is ſenſible he can 
receive no'Favour or Benefit but ſrom Gop, he is, 
as I ſaid above, armed againſt all Diſappointments, 
and helieves and acknowledges thoſe Things beſt 
(in the End) which Gop has appointed for him: 
Therefore his Faith is inſuperable ; and one may 
as well remove the Alps out of their Place, as re- 
move ſuch a Man's Faith from hoping, confiding, 
and for ever ruſting in Gob, 

No Man, ſays Seneca, can be happy that does 
© not ſubmit himſelf to the Pleaſure of the Divine 
Being, and ſtand fait againſt all' Contingencies, 
»The more we ſtruggle, the harder we draw the 
* Knot of our Troubles : Like the Bird that flut- 
ters in the Net, is the ſurer of being caught, The 
* beſt Way therefore, ſays he, is to be content and 
+ lie ſtill under this Conſideration, that the Pro- 
ceedings of Gov are unqueſtionable and irreliſt- 
© able, and therefore Nothing can come to paſs but 
by Gob's Providence and Appointment.” 


And 
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And Watts ſays, much to the Purpoſe, «That 
* GoD is an infinite Spirit, has an immediate and 
* univerſal Preſence z is acquainted with every 
* Thing that paſſes in all the known and unknown 
© Parts of the Creation, and by his preſerving and 
governing Power (or Providence) manages all 
Things. . 

And Biſhop B—, in his Ch. Cat. explained, 
p. 20, ſays, God not only made all Things at 
* firſt, but he is ſtill the Maker of them, by pre- 
* ſerving and upholding all Things in their Being, 
* by the ſame Power, Will, or Word, by which he 
* made them. And ſeeing (ſays he) Gov made 
and preſerves all Things, I cannot but believe 
that he alſo governs and diſpoſes all and every 
* Thing, according to his own Will; that is, the 
* kaſt Thing as well as the greateſt, and every 
* Thing in particular as well as Things in general : 
* Infomuch that Nothing can ſtir in the World 
* without his ſpecial Providence, by which he orders 
* every Thing after ſuch a Manner as to make it 
© tend to his own Glory. 

Numerous are the Places of Scripture, as well as 
dailyInſtances which demonſtrate, That the Providence 
of God extends itſelf to all Things, and that he ſuf- 
fers Nothing to come to pals but by his wiſe Go- 
vernment and divine Appointment, It has indeed 
been objected, that the Number of Things are fo 
infinite, that there cannot be ſuch a Regulation nor 
Management, but that ſome of theſe Individuals 
will fall confuſedly in the Way of one another; and 
that which happens or tends to Confuſion, cannot 
be ſaid to be the Effect of Order; therefore tis 
evident that Gor meddles not with ſuch minute 
Things, but their Time and Place, Motion and 
Working, are the Effects of CHance, and are 
unlimited, | , 

: c 
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It has been proved already, that Nothing is the 
Effect of CHAxcE :- For were the ſmalleſt Thing 
ſo, then likewiſe muſt the greateſt be, and by the 
ſame Rule all Things would be the Effect of 
CHANCE; which cannot be granted by any Chri- 
ſtian who believes that there is an All. powerful, 
All-wiſe, and All-knowing Gov. 

What tho' the Number of Things are (almoſt) 
infinite, is not Gob ſufficient for the adminiſtering 
every of them in due Order, ſeeing he is infinitely 
wiſe? And therefore he can eafily take Care of all 
and every Part of the Creation, or of all Things 

ſo created; which altho* they may be ſaid to be 
infinite, yet in themſelves, and above all in reſpect 
of Gob's infinite Wiſdom and Knowledge, they are 
finite, and in Courſe limited. 

That 1 is, in other Words, thus, 

There is Nothing fo great but what is under his 
Power; Nothing ſo little but is within his Care: 
Even thoſe Actions and Events that ſeem to be 
molt free, caſual, and inconſiderable, are all of them 
order*d by his Providence. 

1ſt, That which is moſt free, the Hearts and 
Affections of Men, do follow the Guidance of his 
Decrees. Men may do after their own Counſels 
and Inclinations, but ſo that they are ſtill ſuitable 
to his Providence. There is Nothing more in our 
Command than our Thoughts and Words, and 
theſe not as we always pleaſe: For even both the 
Preparation of the Heart, and Anſwer of the Tongue, 
are from the Lord. Prov. xvi. ver. 1. 

2dly, That which ſeems moſt caſual : The diſpo- 
fing of the Lot is from him, Prov. xvi, ver. 33. 
He who is accidentally ſlain by another, is ſaid to 
be delivered into bis Hands by Gov. Exod. xxi. 
ver. 12. That caſual Arrow, tho! ſhot at Random, 
was directed by Providence to — the Prediction 


of 
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of Abab's Death 1. Kings xxii, 34. There is no 
Liberty for Cauſes to operate in a promiſcuous, 
looſe, and ſtraggling Way ; but even in Matter of 
the greateſt Uncertainty, there is a free arc 
Courſe of Effects. 

2dly, The leaſt and moſt inconſiderable Things are 
not neglefted by, but are under, and within the 
Notice of Providence. 

It was a profane Speech of the Aramites, that 
ſaid, Gob was Gob of the Mountains, not of the 
Vallics, 1. Kings, xx, 23. Whereas he regards the 
leaft as well as the greateſt Thing. Sparrows, two 

of which are ſold for a Farthing; yet not one of 
theſe doth fall to the Ground without your Father: 
Not without his Knowledge, Leave, or Appoint- 
ment. He muſt give the Fowler Leave to kill 
them; nay, when they are upon the Wing, in their 
frequent, often repeated Motions; even then it is 
he that appoints them the Place when and where 
they ſhall ſettle. Even the Hairs of the Head are 
amongſt the Things whereof he takes an exact Ac- 
count. 

Obj. If there be ſuch an over-ruling Providence 
which diſpoſes of all for the beſt, how comes it to 
paſs that there are ſo many ſinful Actions commit- 
ted in the World. To this I anſwer : That when 
Men thwart and endeavour to croſs Gop's Will or 
1 they ſerve only to fulfil his Providence. 

e particular Intereſts of Gain, Honour, Plea- 
ſure, Revenge, and the like, which ſway Men's 
Defires and Actions, are wiſely ordered to the 
R of Gop's Decrees and Glory. 

When Auguſtus made the general Tax, his End 
* was to enrich himſelf; but God uſed it as a Means 
© to fulfil the Prophecy of Chriſt's Birth at Betble- 
* bem, Rehoboam, Jebu, and Cyrus, had all their 
"ſeveral Aims in thoſe Works wherein cacy were 
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122 The Providence of Gov aſſerted. 
© ſabſervient to Providence: And they all accom- 
pliſhed his Counſel by proſecuting their own De- 
figur. There could not be a more horrid Act 
than the betraying our Bleſſed Saviour; and yet 
even in this (as it was decreed by the determinate 
© Counfel and Fore-· knowledge of Gov. As ii. 23.) 
© there was the greateſt Miracle of the Divine Wiſ- 
* dom and Goodneſs that, ever was extended to the 
Creature. Now if Gop could thus manage the 
© worſt Action of Man, to the Bet Advantage of 
Men; well then may we conclude, that every 
Event of Providence is beautiful, Every Day has 
*';ts-proper Evil, as well as its proper Good and 
Advantage; but *tis our Duty to believe, and 
* fafeſt Way to conclude, that all Things are wiſe- 
© iy ordered for the beſt, tho? to us they ſeem full 
of Diſorder and Contrariety.“ See Dr, Barrow 
upon Prov. p. 67. | | HET, 
O). But would you have a Man turn Stoic; 
give himſelf over, as it were, to a State of 


| Apathy, and be troubled at no Loſſes, no Afflic- 


1 5 | 
Anſ. No, by no Means; he that is not grieved 
at theſe Things, ſhews himſelf to have a very hard 
Heart, and is doubtleſs out of his Duty, But thert 
is a Difference, and a wide Difference too, between 
a' Grief that is allowable, and an immoderate Grief 
that is forbidden ; between a Care that is required, 
and an anxious, reſtleſs, and unſatisfied Spirit : 
For as God's Providence extends to all Things, ſo 
does his Wiſdom ; and therefore it is not only un- 
wiſe but ſinful in us, to be fretful and peeviſh at 
thoſe Things which befall us, ſeeing Gob has ſome 
wiſe and good End in appoititing them for us, and 
that for our greateſt Good, We think we could 


, chooſe much better for ourſelves, but we are miſ- 


taken: The very Things that we ſhould make 
N Choice 
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Choice of, might *tis likely be our greateſt Ruin, 
What tho' ſome Things croſs our Deſires, yet it is 
much better thus than otherwiſe. David thought 
it a hard Caſe to loſe his adulterous Child; but did 
he loſe any Thing in the End? Did not Gop make 
up the Loſs ten-fold, by giving him Solomon? Weg 
are ill Contrivers of our own Welfare, and why then 
ſhould we murmur at the wiſe Diſpenſations of 
Providence, becauſe we are ftraitened in ſome of 
our unlawful Deſires? We are content to let a Phy- 
ſician debar us from many Things, and to go thro? 
a Courſe of Phyſic by his Direction for the Health 
of our Bodies; and can we then be uncaſy to un- 
dergo that Diſcipline which Gov, by his Provi- 
"gence, has appointed for the Gbod of our Souls and 
Bodies? No ſurely! We ſhould think and ſay with 
Davida, Pſalm cxix, 75. I know, O Lord, that thy 
Fudgments are right, and that thou in Faithfulneſy 
haſt afflited me. | 
When you meet with any Affliction, with any 
Loſſes or Croſſes, do not think they befall you be- 
cauſe Gop does not regard you, Do not think he 
will not help, becauſe he does not immediately re- 
move them from thee, Confider that his Provi- 
dence is over you, and that his Wiſdom finds that 
Condition to be beſt for thee z there is Something 
amiſs that muſt be mended. When the Diſeaſe is 
mended, he will take the phyſical Potion from thee 
in bis own good Time, | 
Do but apply theſe Conliderations according ta 
the ſeveral Occaſions of Life, when your Heart is 
at any Time dejected and your Spirits ſuppreſſed, 
and you'll plainly ſee that Gop orders every Thing 
for the beſt, Who is it that has not ſome Kind of 
rivate Trouble and Affliction; either Want of 
Health, a narrow Fortune, Loſſes of Eſtate or Re- 
lations, 12 of Hopes and the my 
. An 


Beginning, fo evil Things for Sinners, 
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And theſe Things indeed grate upon our Minds 
with ſome Harſhneſs. But, as in Muſic, Diſcords 
Tightly applied heighten the Harmony, and make 
the whole Performance much more agreeable ; ſo 


Iikewiſe do theſe Afflictions add mightily to our 


Good, by breaking off our Minds from the Things 
of this World, and fixing them upon more ſolid 
and laſting Objects. And to remove them from 
having too great Effect upon us, by making us 
diſcontented, we have a ſure Remedy at hand, 
only by conſidering that there is Nothing befalls us 
by Chance; but as all Things are ordered by the 
Wiſe Counſel and Fore-knowledge of Gov, he is 
exactly careful of every one of us, and of all the 
Creation, and we with them are continually under 
his Eye, and depend upon his good Providence. 
Acgreeable to this are the Werds of the wiſe Son 
of Strach. Eccleſ. Chap.:xxxix, All the Works of 
the Lord are exceeding good, and whatſoever he 
commands ſhall be accompliſhed | in due Seaſon, 

None may fay, What is this ? Wherefore is 
that ? For ar a convenient Time that ſhall 'be 
ſought for. b 

At his Commandment is done whatſoever plea- 
ſeth him, and xo Can binder when he will 
fave. 

The Works of al Fleſh are before him, and 
Nothing can be hid from his Eyes. 

He ſees from everlaſting to everlaſting, - and 
there is Nothing wonderful before him. 

A Man need not ſay, What is this? Where: 
fore is that? For he has made all Things for mate 
Uſes, 

As his Ways are Wen unto the Holy, ſo are 
they Stumbling Blocks unto the Wicked. 

For the Good are good Things created from the 


Fire 
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Fire and Hail, Famine and Death z. all all theſe 
were created for Vengeance. 

Teeth of wild Beaſts, and: Scorpions, Ferpents, 
and the Sword, aii che Wicked to Deſtruc- 
tion. 

Theſe ſhall rejoice in his Commandment, = 
they ſhall be ready upon Earth when Need is, and 
70 their Time is come they ſhall e his 

ord, 

The Works of the Lard are — in Judgment 
from the Beginning, and from the Time he made 

them he diſpoſed all the Parts thereof. 

None of his Works hinder another, and they 
ſhall never diſobey his Word. 

Thus it appears from tlie Holy Scriptures, that 
ſo truely as Gov is our Creator, ſo certainly is he 
our Preſerver ; and that thoſe Things which come 
to paſs in this lower World, are not the Effect of 
idle Chance, but of his wiſe governing Providence. 
And tho? ſome Things ſeem to be inconſiſtent with 
ſuch a Government, this is only the Effect of our 
weak Comprehenſion : For could we ſee thro? the 
Whole as Gop ſees (nay perhaps no further than 
ſome of the bleſſed Spirits can ſee) we could not 
but behold and acknowledge an exact Agreeable- 
neſs, Order, and Harmony, in his wife and juft 
CEconoamy, throughout the Courſe of Nature. 

In fine, tho* ſome wicked and inconſiderate Peo- 
ple would perſuade others that this Doctrine de- 
ſtroys the Uſe of the Means and encourages Idle- 
neſs, let them not thus impoſe upon you; ſuffer 
not your Underſtanding to be led aſide by ſuch 

ernicious Principles ; , remember, That the 
Belief of Gor governing all Things and diſpoſing 
all Events, is ſo far from taking away the neceſſary 
Uſe of the Means, that we are not only hereby 

deterred trom doing Evil, but highly excited and 
encouraged 
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ene ouraged to de GOd j to live ſober, pious, and 
obedient Liveg ; to dwelł in the Contemplation of 
God's glorids Attributes and infinite Perfections, 
wich a patient Submiſſton to all his Corrections, 
d a ready and chearful Acquieſcence i in all the 
ifpenfations of che divine Will, 

iQ ve be, could we but rightly 
„And ſettle our Hearts vpn, 


theſe C Conſiderations? | ee ro ng 
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